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To the mo p X ks the oreas 
 Enconrager of all Arts. and 


EE 7 R N 1 A in > 
' The Right Honourable 


HENR Y. 


Lord Marque le 


 DORCHESTER. 


Earle of K 79gfton, Viſcount 


Newarke, Lord Fierrepont, and Meanvers. x 


, MyLord, ; 
aaa 1c Authour of this enſuing 


Poem, not long before: lis 

S888 Death, diſcovering how un. 
| deſe rvedly ourC Wality lay under the | 

_ envious and ignorant, madeour Vin- 

- (haG6a his Subject, which he hath aſl 

 certed with ſuch Arguments of Rea- | 

Aa. fon 


a 


4 ho 6; Pp! pipe Deiticatory, 4: 

ſon and Learning, that the ani Wy 

__ willnodoubtreſt ſatisfied of the law- 
-—_ fulneſs and (indeed) neceſſity of it: 

I the gentleman was a Fellow of Peter. 

houſe in Cambridze: I ſhould think it 


ahighpart of ingratitude to let ſo1l- 
_ laborate a Piece lye buried with him. 


And theretore to pay the: Duty he 
'Ow'd your Honour,to undeceive the 
World, and to revive his memory: 
= 'beſeech your Lordſhip, give me 
| leaveto purſue his Intention, by the 
* humble Dedication of this his ſoGe-... 
\._  niousa Work: And if to fix your 
- | Name to it benot a vreſinnbllen Je- 
 yondthe reachof Pardon, 1 ſhall not _ 
_ diſpair of your Mercy, ſince your 
= Pr ariSkcs; it 845 meaneR, and | 
to me by conſequence, who am in- 


— heart, oþ My Lerd, 4 
| Tour m0 Submifſrve, 


@ | 
j 4 % 44 
f,wA . 
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To my poi F -iends and Fel. 
| lows,the Actors of this City. 


SIND Vt of wy buſft honres , 1 Dave ſpared 
D ES 229 ſelf 7[ 0 munch time as fo'touch ſonte 
DJ 8 particulars concertting us, tb approve 
ff our Antiquity, antient Dignity , and 
the true uſe of our. quality, ' That it 
hath been antient we have derived it from more than 
two thouſand years agoe, ſuceeſſavely to this Age. 
That it hath been effeemed by thebeit and greatesF: 
. To omit all the noble. Patrons aw the former world, 1 
| need alledge no more. than that Royall and Princely 
ſervice, in which of late years we have lived. That 
the Uſe thereof is authentique, I have done my endea- 
wour to inFFance by Hiſtory, and.approve by Authori- , 
ity. Toexcuſe my ignorance in affeting no flouriſh of 
Eloquence, to ſet a gloſſe upon my -<tonk ' have n0= 
thing to ſay for my ſelf but this: A good face needs 
no painting, and a good cauſe no abetting. Soe 
over-curious have too liberally taxed us : anal he (ir 
my thoughts) is held worthy reproof, whoſe ignorance 
cannot anſwer for it (elf : 'I hota it mere honeft for 
the euiltleſſe to excuſe, than the envious to exclaim. 
And we may as freely (out of our plainneſſe ). anſwer, 
as they (ont of their perverſneſſe objed ) inſtancing 


= ſelf by Janons ScaJliger, learned DoGor Gager, 
AS. _— 


LI 


___ Tothe Aﬀorsofthe City, | 
DoFor Gentiles, and others, whoſe opingons aud ap - 
proved arguments on our part, I have in my brief diſ- 
' courſe altogether omitted; becauſe. I am loath to be 
taxed in borrowing from others: and beſides, their 
. works being extant to the world, offer themſelves 
freely to every mans peruſall. Iam profeit adverſary 
to none, Irather covet reconcilement, than oppoſpti- EY 
_  8n, nor proceeds this my labour from any envy in me, FL 
* butratherto ſhew them wherein they erre. So wiſhing 
\ you free leave, with judicial Audience, honeſt Poets, 
awd true gatherers; 1 commit you all to the fulneſs of | 
your beſt wiſhes. , _ 
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To the Fudicial R eader. 


{cer ) 
it ſelf by his own ſtrength; and therefore 
have charitably reached it my hand to ſupport it 
againſt any ſucceeding Adverſary. I could wil- © 
lingly have committed this work .to ſome more 
able than my ſelf - for the weaker the Comba» . 
tant, he needeth the ſtronger Arms. But in ex- * / 
tremitics, I hold it better to wear ruſty Armour, 


[ Have undertook a ſubject ( courteous Rea- - 


not of ſufficient countenance to boſtler © 


than to gonaked; yet if theſe weak habiliments 


of warre, can but buckler it from part of the rude 
buffets of our Adverfaries, I ſhall hold my pains 
ſufficiently. guerdoned. My Pen hath ſeldome 
appeared in Print till this occaſion ; I have ever 
been too jealous of mine own weaknes, willingly 
to thruſt into the Preiſe : nor had Iat this time, 
but that a kinde of necefhity enjoyhed my com. 

| ing abroad to fatisfie this preſent generation 
what hath been ſaid in this buſineſſe. I have nei- 
ther ſhewed my ſelf over- preſumptuous, in skor- 
ning thy favour, nor too importunate a beggar, 
by too ſervily intreating it, VVhat thou art con- 
" ” tent 
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| tent to beſtow upan my pains, Iam content to + 
' accept : 


any thing, Iam pleaſed, ifnothing, I am ſatisfied, 


=_ (6) £- than (hadT been called tO ACCOun t)ſhewed \ 
what I could ſay in the defence of my own qua- 


| To the Reader, 


if good thoughts, they are all I delire : 
50d words, they are more than | deferve:; If »— 
bad opinion, Il am orry, I haveincurdits jf evil 
language, I know not how I have meritediit - if 


contenting my ſelf with this : 1 have doneno 
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lity. 


Thine . | © 
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T OuTo feoTolot eats movony DO dAASRY yeop: 
' Kat uAic X) I ageTN : Lex wy ; Toy day 
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dd ys, wileis Tay Kwpud KAKAY ; Kwwadic vcr 
| Toy fs Vvcrodiinny; wire kad teye TE&y pda xaege: 
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Tn laudem, necOperis, nec Authoris. 


Alor ? en hec ſolis non ſolam grata Theatris ? 2 
(Efſe putes ſolis quanquam difata Theatra) 
Magna ſed a ſacro veniet tibi gratia Templo,* | 
Parve Liber; proles haut infitianda Parenti. 


_ Plurimus hunc naus Librum de-plebe-Sacerdos 


CCopia Verborum Cui fit, non copia Rerum) 
Materie tantum petet hmc; quantum nec 11 kno 
Promere Menſepoteſt: nec in w#0 for ſitan Anno. 
Da quemvis Textum; balha de Nare luceutus, 
Protinzs exclamat (Nefanda piacula! )'in urbe 
(Prob dolor!) Impietas nudata fronte vagatur ! 
Eece librum (Fratres)Damnando Authore Poeta : 
Pejorem,nec Sol vidit, nec Vorſtius Iſſe 
Hereſtarcha valet componere: Duippe Theatr: | 
Aentitas Inquitar laudes (6 Tempora! ) laudet _ } 
Idem fr potis eft, Monarchum, Mondchive Cucull um. = 
Sacrn quis L.audes unquan Nomen-ve Theatri 
Rey perit in CANO NE? haud ulius. Stolidifime, Dogma 
Nen C ANONEM ſapit hoe igatur, ſed Apocrypborr Inde — 
(Lymphaium attoniio pefins tundente Popells. LL 

Et vacuum quaſſunte caput. maſtzumque tents) 

7c multo rancam Crocitens {udore perorat; 
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To them that are ppoſtte to this Wirk. 


- F7Eaſe your detrafting tongues, conteſt no more, 
A UWLeave off for ſhame 10 wound the Aﬀors fan :, 
1 Seek rather their wrong'd credit to reftore, 
Your envy and detraftions quite diiclaime - | 
You that have tern''d their ſports liſcivious, vile, 
Wiſhing good Princes would ther all exile; 
© See here this queſtion to the full diſputed : 
Heywood, hath you, and all your proofs confuted. 


E Quod non dant Proceres deditHiftrio : nempe b-nignam ' 
þ Materiam Declamandi, plebemque docends. = 
- . Ours tamen hic Myſtes tragico qui Fulmina ab gre 

[* Z Torquet? Num doGu;? Certd Nam Metra Catonis 

| =» Ouatwavr edidicit, totidew qu+que Commata Tulli. 

[ Fejunimque catecht ſin piftoribus eque _ 

| Fartoribulqu» Piis ſcripfit. Liber Utilis pic. Qui 

| Baptiſtam fimulant vultu, Floralia vivunt : 

A _ Queiſq; Supercilio brevior com. Sel venrrandes | 

; |: _ Grazes. Hic Latisſq: patres ex»ſus ad unum eſt; . 

| Et Canones damnans fit Ap+c: yphus. Uritzr intas.. 

; | Laudibus ACTORIS mnltam mordetur, Ab ill 

: : _ » Laude ſua fraudatur enim ©visn- (cit? Iniquamſt 

: | Ge) MypocricaD! #tcr ſe Scripto laudetm (a) Hypoct jta qul/ quam. 

; - * 'proprie perfo- Fallor? an bec ſolis non ſolum grata That is. op 
- CESS DR. :- - Ft. - | Reg yimus, 008 | TH 
1 —_—_— .. . - Peſſiizus omnium Potta. 
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' Wouldit fee an Emperour and his Councel grave, 
" A noble Souldier atted to the life,” [* 
A Roman Tyrant how he doth behave 
Himſelf, at home, abroad, in peacein firife? (cefſe, 
. Wouldfſt fee what's love,wh.t's hatc, what's foule cx- 
x Oc wouldfſt a Traytor in his kinde expreſle : 
|; Our Stagyrites can (by the Poets pen ) 

- Appearto you to be the ſelf tame men. Big 
by : \ \Vnat. 
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o 


Po 


. What though a ſort for ſpight,or want of wit, / 
Hatc what the beft allow, the moſt forbear, E 
Wat cxe- cife car». you defire morefit, 
Than ſtarxcly Rratagems to ſee and hear. EE 
Wha: profic many way attain by playes, 
To he moſt critick eye this book diſplaiey, _ 
Brave ren, brave ads, being bravely atcd too, 
Makes, as wen ice things done, Celice to do. | 
BL And did it nothing but in pleafing fort, = 
| Keep gallan's from miſpending of their time, 
Je might ſi-ffice: yet here is noble ſport, '-- | Was 
Ads well <5 triv*d, g20d Þ: ofc, and ſtately rime, ' 
 Tocallto Church, Companus bels.did make, 
Playes; dice, and drink invite men'to foriake: '1 
Their uſe being good then uſe the Aﬀors weil, 
Since ours all other Nations fac excetl; 
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. To his beloved friend Maſter 
Dl = 


; THomas HEr wooEDp. ;7 
 Sume ſurerbiam que fiiam merits. i 
| Canrot t:ugb you write. in +our own'cauſe, iN 
*Ay You dcal ['a rtiall 3 blit moſt . (cites, RT. - f 
(Wh. «©. oft men 11) you ne it cuca, pau ce). f . 
Sy wo.th.. your Work icons he tree, 
| IE : | ; 4 - | 
An! vie'] our aSors, way appro e your paines, -._ - 
Fo you givethen au hoeri:y to tay; © | ; - q 
Eve wh lit the hotceſt plag eof cnvy ratyns, "£0 "x M 
No. fo, C.a1s Way anc (ta l tbey dcacly PlYe 
To mM "14 £ OE, What 
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What a full fate of Poets have you cited, 

' Tojudge your cauſe? and to our cauall view 

- - - Pal Monumental Theaters recited: | 
Whoſe ruins had been ruin'd but for you. 


Such men who can in tune, both raile and ſing: ED 
Shall viewing this,cither confelle *tis good, — 

op let their ignorance condemn the ſpring, 
 Becauic c tis merry and renews OUr bloud. 


Bd therefore your own -adgment your defence, 
'» Which ſhall approve you better than my praiſe, 
Whil& I inright of ſacred Innocence, 
_ Durftoreeach guilded Tombe this known truth raiſe. 
.» Who dead would not be ated by their will, 


+ It ems fach men have adtcd their lives Tin 
Y: your friend, JT. W. 
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To my very loving F riend and 


Fellow T HoMAs XI O00 


Hou that do'lt raile at mefor ſecing a pla ay, 

How wouldſt thou have me ſpend my idle hours?” 
rw have me in a Tavern drink all day? 

Melt in the Suns hcat? or walke out in Rowers? 


= - | Gape at the Lottery from morn til! even, 
- _- To hear whoſe mottocs blanks have, and who priſc? = 
E To hazzardall at dice (chance fix or ſeven?) 
To card? or bowle? My humour this deſpilſes. 


DE Bur thou wilt anſwer: None of theſe 1 mm |. 
© Yet my cird fpirits muſt have recreation: 8" 
nw | | What fhallI do that may retirement breed? 


- Or how refrcſi my (elf? andin Windaibion? 


hn 


To 


To lrabbe. to:game,' to. nt: alleheſe That : : 
Many en >rmcus things depend on theſe, 


My faculcics truly to recreate 
With modeft ili pats (elf beſt to pleaſe. I 


Give me a Play . thatno Yiftaft can breed, 


4 
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et 
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Prove thou a Spider, and from flowers ſack gall, 
IFe like a Bee, take hony from a weed : 
Forl was never Puritanicall. 


I love no publick ſoothers, orivate ſ corners, 


"That raile 'gainſt letchery. yet Iovea harlot. 
When I drink, *ris in fight. and not in corners: | 


1Iamnoopen Saint, and ſec:et Varlet. 


_ Sti:] whenl cometo Playes, I love to ſit, 
'T hat all. way ſee me, a publick place - tp ? 
Even in the Stages Fronr, arid not ro-pet © -! 
Tnto a nook, and hood- wink there my face. Al 


© This is the difference, ſuch would have men deems, 


* Thens what they are not 1 am what I feem. 
Ro: Fe- 
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To my £ _ fr nd and fellow,” 


TnomAs HBYW 00D. 


Fr others tas t) wings ho!.eſt . and to pleaſe. 
;Some i hat pictend more ##fi&nefs %a the refty 


Excliim on Playes: know,l am none of theie 


That in-l1y love, what out-]y | cieteit. 

Of all hes modeſt p:ſtimes 1 can find, - 

To content me, ot Playes I make beſt uſe, 
As moft aprecing wit': a generous mind. 
There ſee 1 ver tues crown, and fins abuſe, 


T wo hourcs wel! ſpenc, amd all their paſtimez donic, 
Whats good! follow, and whats oo | me 'G: L-— 
| To 
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: To my ipproved 200d friend 


'To my pood friend and fel, 


 TrHomas He YWo 0D 


H Ayvel not known 4 man that to be TE d, 
Would n: tfor.any treaſuce ſee a Plays 


Reele tom a Tavern? Shall this be aduuir'd? 
When as another bu: the other day, 


_Thatheid co wear a ſurpleſſe moſtiunmeet, 
_ Yet; attcr ſtood at Pauls: Croſſe in aſhect, 


'Mr. THoMAs HEY WO 0D» 


Mark: 


ihe, Lad thy Api oy. for playes 
[ w.ll nor much peak in contempt or praiſes 


Yea m theſe follow ng l nes Ic fhew- ry minde, 


Ot Playes, and fichash ve %*ainſt Playcs repl'd. 
A.Pl.y's a brief Epitome of time, 
Where man may ſee his verrtue or his crime 


. Laid open, either tv tHeirrvices ſhatne, 
Oc to their vertues reno aile fame. 


A PJ:y'*s a tree travip: «nr Ch riſta Imirror, 
To ſhew good minds their mir h,rt.c tattheir terror: 
-Whc: e ſtabbing Ira'bing dicing, d: inking, ſwearmg 


Are all proctaim' ' unto the {1zbt and heat ing, 
In vgly ſhipes of Heaven-a' hor. <-! finne, 


Where men my 'ee the mie they willowin. 
And w:Il I know t wakes the D:vell rage, . | 
T> ſe: his ſervan'<fl--nted on a ſt. ge. 

A Whn & a Thief. a Pander, or a Bawds 


=$Droker, vr a ſlave thas lives by fraud: 
AN 


. 
WIC Boda 4 ues Hoe | 


An Ufurer, whoſe foul is in his cheft, _ 7 Rh, 
Untill in hell it comes to reſtlefle reft. FE EO 
A Fly. blown-2u'l; that fain would be a Gallant, + 

A Raggamuffin that hath ſpent his Tallent.. = 

A {el -wiſe o0l, chu ſces his wits out-ftrips, *. ” 

_ Or iny-viec chat feels it ſelfburt nipt, , _ , 

| Eith © in T2 e..y 5r Comedy, Pp 
 InMo all, Fato-all, or Riftory: 


I 


Bur ſtraight the poyion of their envious tongaes,... 
Breaks v1 i yolleys of Calumnious wrongs, 

And then 4, Tinker, or a Dray-ran ſwears, _ a 
I would the rouſe vere fir'd ahout their cars. — :- + 
This when a Play nips Sathan by the noſe, 7 
Streizht all his vallails are the Actors foes. 
Bur fea: nt man, Tet envy (well and burſt, 
Proceed,and bid the Devill do his worſt. _ 
For Playes arc good or bad, as they are us'd, 
And beſt inventions often are abus'd. 


7: 1.2 2 Tours cot |; | 
; 2ÞE: 
TT os ——__—_—O eee —— 
2 | ASIA \ 
The Author to his Booke. 
>He World's a Theater, the earth a Stage, | is bo "i 
T Th ou? | S, compared |. 
Which GoJ and Natu:e d..th- with Actors fill, - - bythe Fakers, il 


Rings have their entran-e in .'ue cquipage, 
And ſome thei: par: play well an4 others ill. 
The beft no vettec are (in this T heater,). 
Whereeve'y humoar's fitted in his kinde, 
This a true Subjet ads, and that a'T raytor, 
The firt applauded, and the Jatt confiu'd, 
This pl:yes an honeft man, and that a knave-- 


— 


"yy 


A gentle perſon this, and he a clown  ' Lo 
Qne man isragged, and :nuiher brave: | 
>All ren have parts, ant cach man atts his own. 
_ She a«hiftLacy aftth all her life, 
A w.nton Curtezan another playes, 
This, covets marriage love,thar, nuprtial frife, 
__ Bothincontinuall aGtion ſpend their dayes. 
Some Citizens, ſome Souldicrs, born to adventure, 
| Shephcards and Sea-men;'then our play's begun, 
When we.are born and to the world firft enter; 
And all finde Exits when their parts are done. 
If then the world a Theater preſent, 
__'As by theroundnefle it appears moſt fir, 
Built with ftar-gallerics of high aſcent, 
In which Febove doth as ſpeQator fit, 
And chief determiner to applaud the beft, 
And their indeavours crown with more than meric, þ ok 
_- _ Butby their evill ations doomes the reft, 
Toenddiſgrac't whilſt others praiſe inherit. 
| - He that denics rhen theaters ſhould be, 
He may as well deny a world to me. 


» 
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"The Actors Vander 


and firſt touching their 


UANTIONITY. 


ney many (editlots Scaifts in this age,. who, 
WARS in the fitneſs and rankneſs of a peacable 


| - | VINCI ' 


grcen and freſh to the eye, yet are they 


boih onpleaſant and unprofitable , being too ſower for F 


food, and too rank for fodder: Theſe men like the an- 
tient Germans ,affe&irg '£ NO faſhion but their own, would 


draw other natio::s to be flovens like themſelves, and. 


undertaking to purific and reform the ſacred bodies of 
the Church and Common-weale (ln the true uſe of both 


which they are altogether Ignorant)would bur like art- 
teiſe Phiſt-ians, for experiment ſake, r.ther miner pils 


co poiſon the whole body, than cordials to preſerve any 


or the leaſt part. Amongft many other things tolerated 


in this peaccable and flouriſhing State,ir hath pleaſed the 


.high and mighty Princes of this Land tolimir the uſe of 


certain publick Theaters, which ſince many of 1heſe0-_ 
ver-curious heads have laviſhy anc viot-nely ſlandered, I 
hold it not amiſſe to lay open fore ferwA ntiquities rozp+ 


prove the true ule ofthem, with arguinents, not of the 
 Teaſt moment, web according to the w reakneſs of my ſpirit 


W Lancy of my Judgment] will byGods gra:c)commir 
B L.0 


V 


JS: SW OvED by the ſundry exclamations of. 


Commonwealth, grow up like unſavoury 
tufts of gralſe , web, though outwardly * 


_: 


pentru eee Orr 
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' The 4 oe es 


0 bs eyes of all favoradle and judiciall Readers, as well 
to ſatiche the requeſts of ſome of our well qualificd fa- 
ourerg,asto ſtop the envious acclamations of thoſe who 
chalence tO themſe'ves a privilege Invettive, & againſt 
kg f: ce eſtates a, rating libercy: Loath am I(l proteſt) be- 
g the.you ingef: and weakeſt of the Neſt wherein | was 
bl tcht.ro ſoar ths pitch bet. re others of the {ame brood 
more fleg,@ of tetter wing than my ſelf; but thounk r' hey 
ca more efrecially this taske concerns, bo: h ior the 
ary 1 Writing & ſult. Iencic 10 juigeivent (as PO 
works rerally witre's to the world: ) are con tent £3 
ove;-(lip ſo neceffary a fubje&, and hav: left i; as to i: 
the molt unworthy:Ithoughr it Fetter tO [tiammer O1JT 17 y 
T1 nd,tran not to ſpeak at all; ) {cri; ble dowyg a mark in 
 theſteid of writing a : "ame, % to icrumb 'c N the Fav, ia- 
eg r than to ſtan i fti}] and not to procee | © {@2 1:4 ccelfa y 
a journey. Nox erat @ ſonmus la "8 ſubmiſit. acel. os. | 
{t was about that time of the nig* ie ivhen *.arine's hal 
a'ready ove ripread the wo 14, ani ahiil & fer eral (1- 
tence poſſe: the face of the ea:ih, & mens bo.tes wviel 
with the buſineſl> of the d. y ketik ng the (iielvecrtocir 
beſt rep-fe,thei: never-{]-eping ſou's latonre!in ncuth 
drean:esand viſions, when ſuddenly appe re. LO IE WIE 
tragic; Muſe Melpomene. o Fl 
——animoſaTrapedid. 
— mot picTis. immmixa Cothurnis 
Denſum Ceſare, terque quater que Caput: 
Her haire rudely difheyeleq, ker chaplet withered, ter 
viſage with tears ſtained,ber brow furrowed,her eyes de- 
jetted, Nay her whole complexion quite faced and a'ite- 
red: anc | peruſir g'her babir, I might behold the colour of 
he freſh robe all Crimſon, breathed, and with the inve- 
none juice of ſome rrophane ſpilgink in eye:y place -_ 
flained:vay more,her busken of a'l the wonted Jewels & 
ornaments attecly deſpoyled, about whic 1 tn manner ot a 
garter L might behold theſe letters WTIgEA in a plaine & 
| JATgeo Chic racter, | | | Kohl 


> _ Vindication. 


| Behold my Tragickh Buskin rent and torn, 
Fhich Kings and Emperours in their times have worne, 
This 1 no ſooner had perus'd, but ſuddenly I might 
erceive the Inraged Muſc,caſtup her fcornfull head:hec 
cyc-bals ſparkle fire,and'a ſuddain flath of difJaine, in- 
termixt with rage, purple her cheek, When pacing 


with a ma'eſtick gate & rowling up her freſh ſpirits with - 


a lively and quaint ation, ſhe began in theſe gr the like 
Woris. | rn is 
Grande ſcnant tragici,trapicos decet IraCothurncs. 
Am I Melpomene the buskend Mule , ; 
That heid in awe the tyrants of the world, 
And plaid their lives in publick Theaters, 
Mak,ng them feare to finne, firice fearleſs I 
Fr-p2re ftowrite their lives in Crimſon Inke, 
AndoT tar ſhawes in eze of all the world? , 
Hove ot T nhipt Vice with a ſcourge of ſteele, 
Unmaskt frerne Wurtber; ſham'd laſcivious Luft. 
Tiuck'd off the viſar from grimme Treaſons face, 
And made the Syn point at their uply ſinns? 
FH 7jþ nit this powerfull haud tam'd fiery Rage, 
K i{d poiluncus Envy with ber own keen darts, 
_ © 24k tkpthe Covetous mouth with meulten gold, 
Hurſt the vaſt womb of eating Gluttony, _ 
And arownd the Drunkards gall in juice of grapes? 
I have ſhew'd pride his pifJute on a ſtage, * © Q 
Laid ope the ugly ſhapes his fteel-glaſſe hide,  _ 
And made him paſſe thence meekly: In thoſe daie? 
Il hn Emperiurs with their preſence prac't my Scenes, 
And thought none worthy to preſent themſelvey * F 
Save Emperours, to delight Embaſſaduurs, 
Then did this garlaxd flouriſh, then niy Rome 
#as of the deepeft Crimſon, the beſt die: 
Cura Ducum fuerant olim regumq ue poets; 
 Przmiaque Antiqui magna tulcre Chori 


IP ho lege tþcn in the boſome of great Kings. 
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The Afors 
Save bet} at bada grave Cotturnate Muſe. 2b 
A ſtately verſe in an-TJambick ſtile * Eo Wl 
Became a Keſars month.Oh theſe were times 
Fit for your Bards to vent your golden Rimes. | 
Then did I.tread on Arras,Cloth of Tiſſue, - 
Hung rcand the fore- front of my ſtage: the pilers 
That did ſupport the Roefe of my large frame 
' Double apparreld i in pare Opbir gold: i 
I hilſt the round Circle of my Pecions orþe 
IW as throng'd with Princes,Dukes and Senators 
Nuri Hederz fine Honore jacent. 
But now's the Iron age, and black: mouth'd Curr 23, 
Barke et the veriues of the former world. © 
Such with their breath have blaſted my freſ> i r0al: eo 
_ Pluckt at my flowry Chaplet, towſd my treſſes. . 
Nay ſome whom for their pie el biſt and skarn'd 
_ Stage, as loathſom, hath long-ſince ſpued out, 
Have watcht thezr time to Caft invenom'd Ink? 
To ſaine my garments with. Ob Seneca 
Thou tragick Poet, hadſt thou liv'd to ſee 
This outrage done to ſad Melpomene, 
With ſuch ſharpe lines thou wouldft revenge my blot, 
As Armed Ovid againit Ibis wrot. 
With that in rage ſhe left the place, & IT my cream, for at 
the inſtant I awaked, when having pecuſe.i this viſion 0- 
yer and over again in my remembrance, I {:dde ly bes 
thought me, How many antient Pocts, Tragick ar | Cu- 


. mick, cying many ages agolive ſtill among us int oe 


works, as amoneft the. Greeks, Exripides : Menander, 4 


 pbocles, Eupolts, by chilus, Ariſtophanes, Appollodorus, 1" 


drides, Nichomachus, Alexis, Terews and others, ſo amon 
the Latins: Attilius, Aiug, Melithus, Plautus, Terence, _ 
others whom for brevity fakeI omit. 
Hos Fdijcit & hos ar@o ſtipata Theatro 
. SpeFat Roma poters, babet hos,numeratque Poet at, 
Theje potent Rome my res ard holdeth dear, 


dang 


oy 


indication. + 


And in their round Theaters flocks to bear + — ,. 


Theſe or any of theſe had they lived in the afternoon of. 
the world,as they died even in the morning, I affure my _. 


ſelf would have left more memorable trophies of that 


Jcarnd Muſe, whom in their golden numbers they fo rich. 


ly adorned. And amongſt our moderne poets, who have 
bin induftrious in many an elaborate & ingenious poem, 
even they whoſe pens have had the greateſt craftick with 
the Stage, have been in the excuſe of theſe Muſes moſt fore 

etful.But leaving theſe, left I make too large a head to a 
mall © rap ſo miſhape my ſubjeQ, I will begin with 
the antiquity of Ating Comedies, Iragedics, and Hifto- 


ries. And firft in the golden world. . : 


the faſhion of aHiftory,aGted by the ehoiſe of the nobilicy. 


In the firſt of the Olimpiads, amongſt many other ative 
excrciſes-in which Hercules ever trimph'd as vicor, there 
was in his nonage preſented unto him by his Tutor, in 


- of Greece.the worthy & and memorable aas ot his father 


Jupiter. Which being perſonated with lively & wel ſpirt- 
ted ation, wrought ſuch impreſſion in hisnoble thoughts 


that in meer emulation of his fathers valor(notat the be- 


heſt of his Stepdame Funo)he perform'd his twelve labors: 


Him valiant Theſeus followed,and Achilles, Theſeus, Which 


| bred in them ſuch haughty & magnanimous attempts,that 


every ſucceeding age hath recorded their. worths, unto 
freſhadmiration. Ariftotle that Prince of Philoſophers, 
whoſe books carry ſuch credit,cven in theſe ourUniver- 
fities,that to ſay Ipſe dixit is a ſufficient 4xiama,he having 
the tuition of young Alexander, cauſed the deftrution of 
Troy to be aQed before his pupill, in which the valor of 
Achilles was ſo naturally expreft,that it impreſt the heart 
of Alexander, infomuch that all his ſucceeding aRions 
were meerly ſhaped after that pattern , and it may be i- 


magined had Achilles never lived, Alexander had never 
£0':quered the whole world. The xe aflerrion mav be 


made ot that ever- renowned Roman Julius Ceſar, Who 


B 3. E aLEE. 
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The Actors 
after the like repreſentation of Alexander in the Temple 
of Hercules ſtanding in Gades was hever in any peace of, 
_ thoughts, till by his memorable exployts,he had purchae 
©. ſed to himfelf the nameof Alexander:as Alexander till he 
| thought himfelt of deſert tc be called 4cbilles: AchilesThe- 
ſens, Theſens till he had ſuthciently imitated the aCts of 
Hercules,and Hercules till he held himſelf worthy to = 
called the ſon of Fupzter. Why ſhould not the lives of theſe 
\,__ worthies, preſented In theſe.our daycs,cffe& the like won- 
- ders in the Princes of our times, which can no way be fa 
- exquilitly demonſtrated, nor fo lively pourtraycd as by 
afion:Oratoryis a kind of a ſpeaking picure, therefore 
_ * may ſome ſay,is itHot {ufhcient to diſcourſe to the cars 
of Princesthe fame oftiicſe conquerors:Painting likewiſe 
$s a dumb oratory, theretore may we not as well by ſome 
curious Pigmalion,draw their conquells to. work the like 
Jove inPrinces towards thele Werthies by ſhewing them 
their pitures drawn to the itfe,as 1t wrought on the poor 
painter co be inarored 46s > va hadow?l aifwer this, 
Non magis expreſſi valt4 per ahenia ſipna. 
Duam per vatis upus, mores aniiitque vrorumn 
Clarorum apparent ,---- == | 
The wviſage # no bitter cut in brafſe, 
Nor can 1he C groer, jo exprifſe tie face 
. "ffs dith the Poets pen, whoſe arts ſurpaſſe, 
- _ To give mens lives and verites tyerr due grate 
A Deſcrip' ion is only e ſhadow receivedby the ear,but 
no: perceived byhe e: eſo lively pourtrature is meerly a 
_ formelſcen by che eye but can neither ſhew aKion, paſſi- 
on,motion,or any other geſture,to move the ſpirits ofthe 
-keholder to admiration;but to ſee a ſouldier ſhap'd like a 
{cu'dicr,walk,ſpeak,aRlike a ſouldier.to ſee a Hedor all 
belmer'd in bloud, trampling upon t::c bulks of Kings, A 
Troilu returning f; om the field in the fight of bis fathee > 
1 718 2,4 If man and horſe even from the ſtecds rough fct- 


_ Jags 30 the plyme iv che ghawpions kelwgt had been 
0 Ek, . _ tpgczhgg 


4 indication. 


evhether olunge' into a purple Ocean: To ſee a Pompey 
ride in triuwph,then a Ceſar conquer that Pompey:labou- 
ring Hanmiball alive, hewing his paſſage tarough the 
Alpes.To ſee as] have ſeen, Flercules in his own ſhave 
late ng the Boare, knocking down the Bull, tamiog the 
Harc, fihci: -£ with Hydra, murde: ing Gerion, (liughte- 
ring Dimed, w-unding-the Stimphalzzes,rilling the Cen- 


rarire, quaſhivg the 3.fon {queeſing the Dragon, draggiug 
Cerberus in Chi 1-47 _ Y; on his high Pyramides wri- 


ting Nil uit, Oh-thee wer hts to make an Al-xander.. 
EGO NS! eftick hi aries, whi t Engliſh blood 

ſeei:g le (or lo rot inyhota E gl} Re 1an preented and 

& hnotir 1 ame, and hunney, at his valor,perſuing 


Rf 1) :f1 [+ $ ©13}604 0, *r tis \\ 'th his' Eit w 5 hes ,&as being wrapt. 


1c tzeplatt n off2.s tohim In his heart all profper- 
ove p.rformance, at if the Perio” 1ater Were the man Per= 
ſo1ated, fo bewicching a thing is live y and well ſpirited 


a Tio" thar i it hath power to new mould te hearts of the 


ſpeX:itors and faſhion them to ihe ſhape of any noble & : 
notable z at: empt. Whar coward tO ſee his countryman Vas 


liant would not be aſhamed of his own cowardiſe? Whac 
Engliſh Prince (houl 1 he beh»1d the erue pourtraiture of 
chat amorous King Edward the third, foraging France, ta- 
king fo great aKing captive in his own country,quarters 
Ing the Engliſh Lyons with the French Flowet-celyce, 
- and would not be ſuddenly I-flan'd with fo royall a 
. ſpeRacle, being made apt & fic for. the Ike atch'everent. 
So of H-nry the fifth; but not to be tedious in any thing. 

Ovid in one of hispoems ho'ds th's >pinion,th t Romulus 


was the hicſt that brought plates int) [taly, which he thus 


| ſe:s du wn 

Primus ſollicitos fecit: Romnle Lud: 

Cum jurit viduos rapta Sabina virs. 

Tunc neque marmores pendebant vel Theatro, Go. . 


_ Which we Engliſh thus.” | 
Thou noble Romulus firſt playes contrives,” 
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Fas made of graſſe andearth in that rude age : 


The A For 's 


In thoſe Jayes from the marble hou ſe did wave 


+ . No ſaile, no ſilken flap, or enſigne brave. 
Then was the Tragich ftage not painted red, 


Or any mixed ſtaines oz pillers ſpred, 
Then did the Sceane want art, tl” nnready thn 


About the which were thick lJaav'd branches placed, Fly 
Nor did the Audients bold themſelves diſyracsd, 
Of turf and beathy ſods to make their ſeats, 


 Fram'din degrees of earths and moſſy peats. 


Thus plaC'd in order, every Roman pry'd 

Into ber face that ſat next by bis ſide ; 

And cloſing with her, ſeverally gan move, 

The innocent Sabine women to their love | ; 
And whit the piper Thuſcus rildely plaid, ; 


And by thrice ſtamping with his foot had made 


A ſfipue unto the reſt, there was a ſpout, 
Whiſe ſbrii[ report peirc'd all the aire about. 


Now at a frgne of rape given from the Kang , 


Rourd through the bouſe the Iuſty Romans fling, 
Leaving no corner of the ſame unſoupht, 

Till every one & frighted virgin caught. 

Look as the trembling Dove the Eaple fiyes, 
Or a young Lamb when he the Woolf eſpies; 


* Soran the poor pirles, filling tb" aire with kreekts, 


Emptying of all the colour their pale cheeky. 
One fear poſſeſt them all, but not one locks 
This tears ber baire, ſhe bath her wits forſ- ok; 


- Some ſadly ſit, ſeme at their mothers call, 


Some chaſe, ſome fly, ſome ſtay, but frig bted all. 


- Thus were the raviſh'd Sabines bluſhing led 


(Becon: ming ſhame ) unto each Romans bed. 


Af any ſtriv'd agaiz it, ſtreight ber man 


4 ' id take ber 02 his briee (whom fear made wan? 


And ſay; Why weep'ſt thou ſweet? what ailes my dear? 


Dry up theſe grops, theſe clouds of ſorrow ULY ) Bo 


| v o MEG, A 
ERR -. 
T/'e be to thee if thou thy prief wilt ſmother , %. 
Such as thy Father was unts thy Mother, | 
Full well could Romulus bis Souldiers pleaſe, = 
To pive them ſuck fair Miftreſſes as theſe, HR HE 
Tf ſuch rich wages thou wilt give to me , 
Great Romulus, thy Sonldrer, I will be. 
Romulus having ereftcd the wills of Rome, and 
under him a warlike N t'on, being in co::tinuall warre ' 
- with the Sabines, after ihe choyce ſciefing of 2 place, fi 
for ſo famousa City, and not knowing howto D! ople the 
ſame, his train whol!y conliſting of Souldiers, who with-. 
oat the company of women (they nut having a = 
Army) could not multiply; but ſy were likely that their. 
immortal fames ſhould dye Jff.iefs with their mortal bo- 
dies Thi theretor* Romulnr levitel; Aﬀera parle and 
at. nznent made w th the neighb ur Nations, he built a 
*Thearer, plain, ac: ruing w tre time: yet large, fi: for | 
the ente cainmert of fo gereat.n Aſſembly, ad thele were 
they whole tam me HT re peonled the City of Rome, which 
in fe -ages grew to ſuch hejghe., that not Troy founde 1 
by Da-danus, Curtbige layed. by Didn, Tyrus buile by Ape- 
mv , Memphis made l'y Opdous , Thebes feated by Cadmus, 
nor B 15364 reared by Semiramis, w-re 1''y way<quallto 
this iitnacion grotin ie 1 by Romulus : To which all the 
diicoveredKingcomes of the earth after became tributa- 
: ries. And in the noon-tide of their glory, an14 height of 
all their honour, they edified Theaters, and Amphi-thea- 
ters:: Forin their flouriſhing Commonwe3l.cheir publick +. 
 Complians and Travedians moſt flouriſhed, inſomuch thar 
- MheTravick and Comick Poets, were all generally admt- 
Fed of the people, and'particularly every man 01 his pri- 
_ »yate Mecenag. | 


leading 


% 


Chriſtus, 


"In his dayes as before his birch, theſe 1. lemnities were held Imperante Tis 
In the greateſt eſtimation: In Falius Ceſar s TIM, P! edecel- jerio oucifite 


In - 1 om. Cicero id 
nr to Anguſtu famous hon -tongu'd Orator A 
four to Ang has wo Q! |  flourithed;” 


}. 


; 


Imperante 4 us : 
| . EOS uſtenatus 0h 
\ In the Reigne of Auguſtus Chriſt wis borne, and as wells 5 0) 
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5 The Actors EE 
Aourithed; who, amongſt many other his eloquent.Or:ef- 
ons, writ certain yet extant,for the Comedian Ro!cius (pro 
Rofeio ComgdoJof v. hom we ſhall ſpeak more 'arge here- 
aſter. Theſe continued in their honour Gli the reigne of 
Tiberins Ceſar, and under Tiberius Chriit was cruc fied, To. 
thitend do Tuſlethis afle!tion, bec:uſe in the tull & per 
#&R time ourSaviorrſojourned on thecarth,evenir thoe 
bappy and peacefull .y s1e fpac ous Theaters were in 
chegreateſt opintcn amongite eRonans; yet, neither 
Chriſt himſel4nor any of his fanGire) Apoltier, fn anyo! 
t+heir Sermons, Atts. or Documenrt:, fo nuwh as nanrel 
hen,or upon a yabulive occafion,touched : hem T heres 
{rc hence{methinkes)a very prova'le an important ar« 
gument, may be groun.'ed, thit fince thev,int' cir divine 
 wiſedomes. knew a:l che fti.nes abounding inthe wort 
" before that time,tax &reproved a:l:iheabules reivr:'n; 
in that tiine.and fo. eſaw-:lil the ations and inconve iicne - 
ces{tothe Church prejudiciall )in the time to cone, Since 
they(li ſay)inall-iheir hU1ly doArines, books, ard prin- 
ciples O0id:vinity, were content to paſſe them over, ag 
d/ 1h'ngs tolerated, and indifterent, why ſhould an 7 nice 
R _& over- ſc: upuTous head*, ſmce they catinot gi ont their 
| curiouſnefle either upon the old or new Teſtament, take 
| upon then to corrett, controule, & carpe at that, 'g1i1ſt 
©. © whichtl cy cannot hnde any text in the ſacredScriptures? 
2 In the rime of Nero Ceſar, the Apoſtle Paul was perle- 
3 cvted ard ſuffered, Nero was then Emperour, Paul writ 
, hs Epiltle ro the Romans, and at the fawe time did the 
"Theaters moſt flouriſh amongft the Romans; yet where | 
cap we quote any place in his Epiſttes,which to: bids the 
Churca of God, then reſident in Rome, to cbſent them 
elves from any ſuch aſſemblies, _ 
ito frea't ny epinion with all indifferen y God hath 
not enjoyned usto wearall our apparrel ſolely ro deter. d 
——— _ thecolo.Somegarments we weare for warmch.otvers for 
- Ornament, So ld the children of Iſrac! hang ear rings in 
= Ri 9 T1 er 


| TE ho | : / Ds | | 
- k 
their cars , nor was it by the law forbidden them. That 


purity is not look't for at. our hands, being morall and 
humane;that is required of theAngels;veing ccleftiall and 


divine. God male us of carth, men;knows our natures, 


diſpoſitions and imperfections, and therefure hath limi- 

tcd us a time to rejoyce, as he hath enjoyre us a time tg 
- mourne for our tranfgrefſions; and I hold them more 
ſcrupulous than well adviſed,that'go about to take from 
us the uſe of all moderate recreations. Why hath Gol! 
ordained for nan, variety of meats,daintics and delicates, 
If not to taſte thercom?why doth the world yicld choice 


of honeſt paſt:mes, if not decently to uſe them? Was not. 


theHare made to be hunted; the Stagg to be chaſed; ana 
fo of all othec beaſts of game in.their ſeverall kinds;fince 
God hath provided us of theie paſtimes, why may we not 
uſe them to his glory ? Nowif you asx me why Were not 
the Theaters as gorgeouſly buiit in ail other. Cities gf 
Italy as Rome? And why are not Play-houſes maintained 
a3 well 1 other Cities of England,asLoudon?my anſwer is: 
It is n'»: meet every mean Eſquire ſhould carry the part 
bel :nginsY to one ofthe Nobility, or for a Noble man to 


uſurve the eftate ofaPrince: Rome was a Metropolis,a place 


vhiche al'.the nations known under theSunne,reſorted; 


fo is London, and being to receive all Eſtates, all Princes; 
all N 1tiOns. rhecefore ro afford them all choyce of Pa. ; 


ſtimes, ſports, and recrea: tons: yet were their Theaters 


31 all che greateſt Cities of the w.rld, as. we will more . 


largely pirticularize hereafter. 


. 


| _1Ineveryetcouldreaiany Riltory of any Commons 
weale, which did not: hrive and proiper whiifſt theſe pub» 
like (uTen nities were he'd 11 aloratis.Oh bur(ſay ſome} * 


Marcus Aurelius banlſhet all ſuch rriviall exerciſes beyond 
the confines of [talz.In./ced.this Emperour was aPniloſos 
pher ofthe ſe& ofNrgen2s,a flinick, & whe: her the hand 
- of Diogenes woul i hecome a ſcepter, ora root better, [ 
leaveto your judginents, This Aurelixs was a great and 

Lo | , nec 
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: ſharp reprover, who becauſe the Matrons and Ladies of 
Rome, in ſcorn of his perſon made a Play of him; in his 
time interdicted the uſe of their Theaters.So, becauſe hig 
wife Fauftine plaid falſe with him, he generally excjaimed 
againſt all women: Bicaufe himſelf could nct touch an 
Inft-ument,he baniſtt all the Mufitians in Rome,and being 
z meer coward, put al me Gladiators & ſword-players 
into exile Anileſt his own ſuſpeQ@ed life ſhould be again 

ate by the Comedians, as it before had been by the no- 
ble M trens, he profeſt himſclfe adverſary to all of that 
aualicy.ſo ſevere a reformation of the weal-publik hetis'd, 
reſtraining the Citizens of their free liberties, which.cill - 
his days was not ſeen in Rome; but what profited this the 
weal- publick?do but x eruſe the ancient Roman Chron?- 
cles, & you (hall undoubted('y find, that from the time of 
this preciſe Emperovr, that ſtately City,whioſe Jof y buil- 
dings crown'd ſeven high hills at once, & overpeci'd tem 
all, ſtreightway began to hang the head, by degrees the 

_ forraign Kingdomes revoked, & the homage doi.ecti em. 
_ _ by ftrange Natiens, was in a little ſpace quite abrogated: 

For they governed all the world , ſome nnder Cont uls, 
ſome under Pro-conſuls,Prefijents, & Pretors they divi- 

ded their Dominions anq Countiies into Principalirtes, - 

" . ſome into Provinces, ſome intoTopar ch es, fome intoTe=. © 
| xcarchies, ſome into Tribes, others into Ethnarchics: But 
now their homage ceaſt, Marcus Aurelius ended their mirth, 
which preſaged that ſhortly after ſhould begin their ſor- 
row, he baniſh: their liber: y, and immediately followeq 
their bondige. Fur Rome, which till then kept all the Na- 
:1ons of the world in ſubjeRive awe, was inal ttle-ſpace 
 iwed even by the baſeft N-tions ofthe wo: 14 To leave 
Ltaly,% look back into Greece, the Sages & Princes of Gres 
cia,who for the refinedne(s 6* their I-nguave were in ſuch 

____ reputation through the world.that all : ther tongues were 
_ - * efteemed barbarous; Theſe that were tic firſt underſtan- 
clers, trained up their youthfull Nobility. to be {ra | 
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Vindication. 
debarring the baſe Mechanicks ſo- worthy imployment L 


for none but the young Heroes were admitted that pra” 
Aiſc,ſo to embolden them in the delivery of any forrain 


Embaſly. Theſe wife men ofGreece!(ſo calledby theOracle) 
could by their i: duftry,tinle out no nee:er or direQor 


courſe to plant humanity and manners in the hearts of 
the multitude,thantoinftruft them by moraiiz'd myſtries 


what vices to avoid,what vertues to embrace; what enor- 


mitie: to abandon, what ordinances to obſerve: whoſe 
live:(bcing for ſome ſpecial endowments in former time 


honoured) they ſh:uld admire & follow: whoſe vi: jons 


ations” perſonated in ſome licentious liver) they ſhuuld 
deſpiſe&ſhun, which born out as well by the wiſdome of 
thePoet,as ſupported bythe worth of t'.e ator:, wrought 
ſuch impreſfſ16 in thehearts of the plebe,that in ſhort ſpace 


| they exc«Ied in civilityand government, infomuch that 


from them all the neightour Nations drew their patterns 
of Humanity,as weil in the cftat liſhing of their Jawes, as 


ther formation of their wanners. Theſe Magi andGimar- 
ſopbite,that liv'd (as ] may ſay) in the childhood and in- - 


fancy of the worl:{,efore it knew h::w to ſpeak perfealy 
though even in thoſe dayes, that Aion wasthe neereſt 
w.y to plant nncer{tand.ng 'n the hearts of the ignorant. 
Yea(but ſay fo;ne)yon ougi:t not to confound the habits 
of either ſex, as to lec your boy:s weare the attires of vir- 
gins,&c. To which I anſwer. The Scriptures are not al- 


wayes to be expounded veer ly, according to the letter: 
(for in ſuch eſtate flands our ma'n Sacramentall Contrc- 


| Verſfie) but they ought exaQly to be conferred with the 
purpoſe they ha :d!e. To do as theSodomites did,uſe pre- 
poſter-us inluſts in prepoſeroushabits,is iff that text flat. 
Iy and ſeverely forbidden: nor can I imagine any wan, 


—_— 


that haih in him any taſte or reliſh of Chrittianity to be _ 


guilty of ſo abtorred a finne. Beſides,it is not probable 
that Playes were meant in that text, becauſe we read not 


of any Playes knowne in that time that Deutronemie 
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Deutroomic was Writ among the Children. of Iſrac), nor 
do I] hold it Jawfull to beguile the eyes of the- world in 
confounding the ſhapes of <ither ſex,as to keep any youth 
in the habit of a virgin, or any virginin tic ſhipe ofa 
1a4,ro ſhroud them from the eyes of their fathers,tutors, 


: 
» 


- orproteRors, or to any other (iniſter Intent whatſoever. * 


But to fee ouryouths attired inthe habbit of women, 
who knows not what their intents be? who cannot diſftn< 


| Tzr to ſpeak, bur inftruds him to ſpeak well, and with 


when he ſhould ſmile,nor to make unſcemly and di: gui- 
= - 0 | Lo | led 
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{cd faces in the delivery of his words, not toftair with his 
eys, draw awry his mouth, confound his voice inthe hol- 
!ow of his chioat , or tear his words haſtily betw:xt his 
S tecth, neither to buffet Bis desk like a mad-man, rior ftand 
| * In his pla:clize a live.c(s Image, demurely plo 1ding, and 
wirhgt afy Amooth ani formal motlon. [tinflrats {1m 
to fir his phraſes co his ation, and hisa@ion to his phra c, 
an! hig pronunciation tothem both, 15.488 
| Tully in his bak ad Caium Herennium , requires five 
| things in an Orator, Invention, Dijpoſiiion,Elocution, Mems- 
ry, and Pronuntiatioa,” yeta'il are imperfe& with-ut the 
fixr, which Is Adin: For be his invention never fo fluent. 
» andexquilite, his diſpolicion aid order never ſo compo- : 
fed and formal, hi: eloquence and elaborate piraſes never 
ſo material an4 pichy,' his memory never ſo firm and re- 
rentive,his pronuncia ion ever fo muſical anJ4 plauſive,. 
y2t without a comely and e/egant geſtu:e, a gratio.us and 
a bewitching kinde of ation, a natu; all and a familiar - 
moti-z9 of the he:d, the hand, the boy, and a moderate 
an:} fic countenance {utavieto all chereft,I hyJda!) the reft 
45 nothing. A delivery and {weet a&ion is the gloſs and 
beaury of any diſc..urſe, that belongs to a Schollar. And 
this is the a&t:on behoveful in any that profeſs this quali». 
t:,n'ttouſeany impudent or forced motion in any part 
of the body, no roug?1, or' other violent geſture, nor on_ 
the contrary,to ſtand likea ſtiffe flarcht man, but to qua- | 
— ... lify everything according to the nature of the perſon per- 
| _- © ſonated: For inoveraGing tricks, and toyling too much 
in the anticx habit of humours, men of the ripeſt deſert, ' 
greateſt opinions, and beſtreputations, may break into 
the moſt violent abiurdities, I take no: upon me to teach, 
but to adviſe : For it becores ry 7uniority 1ather to Le 
pupild my felf, thin to infirut others. TO 
To procced,, and toJouk into thoſe men that profels 
themſelves adverſaries to this quil cy, they are none of © 
the giaveſt, and moſt ancient Dotors of the AcaJemy,bu: 
| > _ -...*-.onely 
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The Ators - 
+ * onelya ſort of fin!-faults, ſuch as intereſt their prodigal 
- tongues in all mens affairs without reſpe&. The'c | have 
kcard as liberally in their ſuperficial cenſures, tax the ex- 
erciſes pertormed in their ColleJges, as theſe ated on 
our publick Stages, not looking into the true and dire& 
uc ofcither, but aub'tiouſly preferring their own pre- 
ſumptuous humours, before the profound and authen:i- 
.cal judgements of a | the learned DoRtors of the [Unive: - 
ſity. Thus you ſee, that crouchivg the antiquity of Actors 
and Ating, they have not been new, 1uely begot by any 
upſtart invention, butch have derivelchemn f: on the firt. | 
 Olmpiads, and I (hill coritinue the uſe of them eve. ell | 
_ &his preſent age. Ad ſo much couching their antiquity, | 
0 3 
< Pars ſapereſt cepti: pars eſt exhau/ta laboris, 
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S' our, diſcourſing with Marcus Cicero, the 
Yom Orator, among!t many other 

- matters dehated,1t pleaſedthe Emperour 
'to ask his opinion of the Hiftrions , the 
players of Rome, pretending ſome cavill 
againſt el al men whoſe imployment in theCommen- 
weal-was unneceffary: tro whom Cicero-anſwered: thus: 
Content thee C#/ar, there be many heads buſted and be- 


witched with theſe paſtimes now in Rome, which. other- 


wiſc would be inquiſitive after thee and thy greatneſle : 
Which anſwer, how ſufficiently the Emperour approved 
may be conjetured by the many giftsbettowed,and pri- 
viledges and Charcer#after granted to men of that-qua- 


| lirty. Such was likewiſe the opinion of a great ſtateſman 
. of this land, about the time that certain books were cal- 


led in queſtion.| - Doubtlefie there be many men of that 


temper, who were they not carried away, and weanes 
from their own! corrupt and bad difpofitionand byacci. 


dentall means remoy'dand alter'd from their dangerous. 


and ſuilen intendmencs, would befound apt and prone 
to many notorious and trayterous praftifes. Kings and 
Monarches arc by God placed. and inthroned ſupra nos a» 
bove us, & we aretoregard them as the Sun from whona 
we receiyc the light tolive ender,whoſe beauty & bright- 


neſs 'o may only admire, not meddle with: Ne ludamus 
D x 
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ULIUS CASAR, the famous Conquer- j 
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eum Diis, they that ſhout at the ftarrs over their heads; 
their arrows fall diretly down and wound themlſclves , 
But this alluſion may be better referred to the uſe of ati- 
on promiſed in our third Treatiſe, than to their dignity 
which next and immediately(by Gods grace)our purpoſe 


- 


is to bandlc. : 
The word Tragedy, is derived from the Greck word 
Tpxy0r, Caper a goat,becauſc a goat being a beaſt moſt in» 
Jurious to the vines, was ſacrificed to Bacebus: Hereupon 
 Diedorus writeg,that Trapedies had their firſt names from 
_ the oblations due co Bacchns; or elſe of 7pvt, a kinde of 
painting,which the Tragedians of che 0d cime uſed ro 
ftaine their faces with. By the cenſurc of Horace, Theſpis 
was the firſt Tragick writer. | — 
Ienotum Tragice genus invenifſe Camene © 
-Dicitar, , & plauftris vexiſſe poemata Theſpis. | 
The unknown Tragick Muſe Thelpis firſt ſourht, 
And ber high Pcems in her Chariot brought. | 
This Theſpis was an Athenian Poet, born in Theſpina, a | 
' free town in Ee:ia by Helicon,of him che nine Mules were. 
called T beſpiades,Bur by the cenſure of Quintilian, X#ſchi. 
les before him, but after them Sopbocles and Euripides clo- 
thed th ir Trage lics in better 0:nament. Livius Andronie 
cus was the firſt that writ any Roman Tragec'y. in which. 
kinde of poclic Accius, Pacuvins, Seneca, and Ovidius excel 
_- Jed. 
9d AMmo'nm Sceptra tamen ſumpſ; curiq; Tragedia nora 
 $8,3,18, :  Crevit, at buic operi quamlibet aptus eram,. TY” 
The ſceptred Tragedy then prov'd our wit, 
= Andtothat work we ſound ns apt andfit. EE 
Again in his fifth book de trit#bus; Elzg. $. 
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1! Carmen quod veftro ſaltari noſtra Theatro ; | 
- _ Verſitus GO pludi ſcribis( amice meis. L] 
: ; Deare ſriend tbou writ'fs our Muſe ir mong ft you ſong, 
E - And in yoxr Theaters with plandits rung, . 
LE 1 3s. Likewiſe 


V L indication. IG 
Likewiſe in his Epiſfle to Aupyftns, writ from the Pon= 
tick Iland, whither he was banifhe. 
Ft dedimus tragicis ſcriptum regaleCotburnis, ('; 
_ Duexq,; gravis debet verba Cothurnus hahbet, 
With royal ſtile ſpeaks our Cothurnate Muſe, 131 
A buskin'd phraſe in buskin'd plaies we uſe. « | : 


| The word Comedy is derived from the Greck word 
Ko05>2 ſtreet,and, oÞ Cautus a ſongga ftreet-ſong,as figni- 
fying there was ever mirth in thoſe ſtreets where Come- 
dies moſt flouriſhe. 

Hec paces habuere bone ventiq; ſecundi. 

In this kinde Ariſtophanes, Eupolis, Cratinas were fa- 
mous,after them Menaxder and Philemon: ſuccceding them 
Cicilius, Nevius Plantus and Terentius. 

Muſaq; Turani tragicis innixa Cothurnis, 
Et tua cam ſocco, Muſa, Meliſſe l:vis: 
 Turanvs tragick buskin grac'd the Play, 

Mcliſſi'es Comick ſhove made lighter way. 14 £16 

The ancient Hiſtriographers write, that among the A{tx. 2132p, | 
Greeks there were divers places of exerciſe, appointed for i128 
Pocts, ſome at the grave of Theſexs,others atHelicon, where 
chey in Comedies and Tragedlies contented for ſeverall 
prices, whereSophocles was adjudged, vitor over £&ſchilus. 
There were others in the City of Eli, where Menangery Fu. 
was foiled by Pbilemen. In the ſame kinde Hefrod is ſaid 
to have triuwph'd overHomer-SoCorinna for her excellen= 
cies in theſe inventions,(called Muſca lirica( excelled Pin- 
darns the Theban Poet, for which the was five times crows 
.ned withgarlanis.y | | 

The firſt pablick Theater was by Diony/us built in 4> ... EE 
thens, it was faſhioned in the manner of a ſemi-cirrle. STE 

A , or | 
half moone,whoſle galleries & degrees we-ec reared from 
the ground, their ſtaires high, in the midit of which did. 
ariſe the ſtage, beſtdes ſucha convenient diftante from 
the earth;thar the audience OY 1 miglit calybehold 
I the 
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the whole projet without impediment. From this the 
Romans hid their fiiſt-paterns, which at the firſt not being 
roouf%;,but lying open to all weathe:s, PuintwCatulus was 
the Ge that cauſed the outſide to be covered wichlinnen 
cloth, and the inſtde'to be hung round with Curtens of 
filke But wien Marcus Scaurns a> Edilighe repaired ir, 
and ſupported it round wit pillars of Marble. 
Caius Curio, at the ſolemn obſequies of his father, ero-. 
 Qceda famous I heater of Timber,an {9 ſtrange a torwe, 
that on two feverall ſtages, two ſundry playes might be 
aRed at once, and yet,the one be no hinderance or impe= 
cement to the other ; and when he to plca ſei therwhule 
frame was artificially compoſed to meet in the mid'ft 
which mate an Amphitheater. 

Popey the great,after tis victories againſt Mithri dates, 
King of Pontuy ifaw in the City Mitelene, a Thearer of an- 
che: torm, and atiter his triumphs and return to Rome, 

2iſed one after the ſame patern of freeftone,, of that 

linefſ: and receit,that within his (paciouſheſſe It was as 

ble ax once to reccive fourelſcore thoutand people, every 
one to hit, ſee and hear. 

In emulation of this-fumptuons and gorgeous building, 
 JuliwCeſarfuccetio: toPompers greatneſs,excceded him in. 
his famous Acrchiteture,he rais'dan Amphitheater,Cam- 
po Martio, in the field of Mars, which as far excelled Pom- 
peres. as Pompeyes did excecd Caius Curioes, Curioes, thatof 
Marcus Scaurus, Scaurius that of Quintus Eatulus, or Catulns 
that which was firſt made in Atbens by Dionyſtus : for the 
Baſſes,Columnes,Pillars,and Piramides were all of hews- 

<1 Marble,the covefings of the ftage , which we call the 
"Iv: avens(where upon any occafion their Gods/defcende::) 
we: e Geomerrically ſupported by a Giant-like Atlas, 
whom the Poets for his Aſtrology, feign to bear heaven 
on his ſhoulde:s, in which an artificiall Sunn and Moon 

of extraordinary aſpe& & brightneſs ha their diurnall, 
ana nolturnall,motions; fo had the farrs their trve and 
Coe! letiall 
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cxxleftiael courſe;fo had the ſpheares,which in their con« 
tinual motion made a moſt ſweet & raviſhing harmony. 
Here were the Elements and planets in their degrees, the. 
sky of cheMezon,the 5k y of Mercury, enus,Sol, Mars, Fupiter, 
and Satyrn;the ftars,both tixed & wancering:& aboye all 
theſe,the firſt mover,or promum mobile, there were the 12 | 
fignes;the lines EquinoRuall and Zodiacal, the Meridian © , 
circle,orZenith,the Orizon circle,orEmiiphere,theZones : _ 
corrid & frozen, the polez artick & antartick, with all o- 
ther tropicks,orbs,lines,circles,theSo/zitium and all orher 
motions of the ſtars, fignes, &planets. In brief,in that little i 
compaſs were comprehended the perfe& model of the firs : 18 
mament,the whole frame of i he heavens, with all grounds. 

_ of Altronomicall conje&tare From the root giew a lover 
or turret,of an exceeding altitude,from which an enſign 
of ſilk waved continually, Pendebant vela Theatro.Bur left 
I walt too much of that compendiouſnefs, I have promi- 

Med in my diicourſe, in idle deſcriptions, I leave you to 

' Judge the proportion of the boly by the making ot this 
one limbve.everyPillar,ſfear,foo'-poſt,ſtair,galery,% whats» 
ſoeverelic belongs to the furniſhing offuch a place, being 
in coſt, ſubſtance, form, & artifictall workmanſhip, motr 
ſutable. The floore, ſtage, roof,outiide, & infide, as coltly 
as the Pantheox or Capitols. In the principall galleries 
were ſpecial remote,ſfele&ed & choſen ſeats for theEmpe- 
rour,patres #/cripti;Diftators, Conſuls,Pretors, I ribunes 
Triumviri,Decemuiri, Ediles, Curules, & -other Nob'e 
Officers among the Senators: all &ther rooms: were f-ce 
for the plebe, or mulr cude. To this purps ſe I introduce 
theſe famous Edifices. as wondering at their coſt & ſtate, 
thus intimating that ift! e qual.ty of Aﬀing, were (as Ln 
ſome propoſe) altogether unworthy, why for the ſpec al F : 
-praQice, and memorable imployment of the ſame, were 5 =. 
founded ſo many rare and admfrable monuments: & by, _.. wb 
whom were they creed? but by the greateſt Princes of 


their times,® che moſt famous and worthieſt of themalh; 2 
| 3 7 __ builded 
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builded by him that was the greateſtPrince of the world, 
Fulins Ceſar,at what time in his hand he grip'd the nnj« 
 verfal Empire of the earth. So of Auguſtus Ceſar. 


Inſpice ludorum ſnmptus , Auguſte, tuorum | 
Empta tibi mag ——— 


: Bebold Auguſtus the great pope and ſlate ' | 
Of theſe thy Playes paid dear for, at high rate. | 


Hec tu ſpetaſti ſpe Gandaq; ſepe dedifti. © i 


And could any infcriour quality be more worthily e- 
” _ ſReemedornoblier graced, than to have Princes of fuck 
magnificence and ſtate to beſtow on them places of ſuch 
port and countenance, had they becn never well regarded 
they had been never fo ſufficiently provided for, nor 
would ſuch worthy Princes have ſtrived wio ſhould (by 
_ their greateftexpence and proviſion)have done them the 
__ampleſt dignity, hadithey not with incredible favour re- 
garded the quality. 1 will not traverſe this too farr, leaft 
1 incurr ſome ſuſpition of ſelf-love, I rather leave it to 
the favourable confideration of the wiſe, though to be 
perverſneſle of the ignorant, who had they any taſt cicher_ 
of Poeſic, Philoſophy, or Hiftoricall Antiquity, would 
rather ftand matcd at their own impudent ignorance, 
than againſt ſuch noble, and notable examples fland 
| In publickdefiince. =» 
I read of a Theater built in the midſt of the River Tyber 
#ftanding on pillars andrches, the foundation wrought 
under water like London. bridge, the Nobles and 'L adies 
in their. Barges and Gondelayes, landed at the very ftairs ; 
of the galleries. After theſe they compoſed « thers, but ] 
 Giftering in forme from the Theater, or Amphi-theater, 
. and every {ach was called Circus, the frame Glob-like, 
and meerly round. SR 6 
_  Circusin hanc exit clamataq; palma Theatris. 
And rhe year from the firſt duilding of Reme, five hun- + 
erc3 threeſcare and ſever, what time Spurins Poſthumus * 
, - I a 7 
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Albinus, and Quintus Martius Philippys, were Conſuls,Ne 

ro made one,and the noblcFlamininus another,but the gre” 

teſt was founded by Tarquinizs Priſcus, and was called Cir= + 

cus maximus: In this the Gladiators praQiſed, the wide- -, 

neſs and ſpacioufneſs was ſuch, thu in it they fought as. 

Barriers, & many times ran at tilt. D:on records eighteen 

E'ephants fJainat once in one Theater. More particularly 

'to ſurvey the rarer Monuments of Rome,neer to the Pan- 

theon (the Tewple of the Ronian gods) at the deſcent from 

the hill Capitolinus, lies the great Forum,by which is ſcitu- 

atc the great i innate of Titus, firſt ereed by Veſpa- 

tian,but after (almoſt ruined by fire) by the Romen Titus 

rarely reedified. Ir 1s called Coll:f.ns, alfo a Cavea, which 
fign!fies a ſcaffold,alio Arena,a place of combarte,by Silvi- 

anus & Prudentins, which name Tertullian, Pliny,Ovid,Fir- Ammianys, ich 

wmicus & Apulcins likewiſe give it. It had the title of Circas, 25. . 

' Caula and Stadium, by Suetonins, Capitolinus and Arcadins. 


| Caſfanus affirmes theſe Theaters conſecrated to Diana 


Taurice; Tertullian, to Mars & Diana; Meartiall, to Fwpiter 
Latiaris,and to Stzgian Phito, whoſe opinion Minitivs and 
Prxdentius approve. The firſt ſtrutures were by the Trh 
bune Cx: io, which D135. 37.afhrms. Vitruvius, lib. 5.ſaich, Pliny 3h Be 
Multa Theatra Rome ftrutia quotannis. Of Julins Ceſars OO 
Amphi-theater, Campo Martio, Dio Caſfius records, which »;, Cafſas lis, 4} 
Auguſtus after patronized , as Vifor remembers of them, ,;,  *. 
whoſe charge Statilius Taurus afſifted, of whom Dis ſpeak- 
eth thus, © 74vezs 5aſiaes Brd7py, oc. umn mobi DCCRRY, pjo.tie ;r, 
Pub. Viftor tor gets not Circus Flaminit, and Smetorttus re- Snetonirg C1 1 
members one builded by Caligule at Septa, whoſe building 
_  Claudins at firft interdied. Nero elec a magnificent 7acitss lib, i ; 
Theater in the ficld of Mars, Swetozins lib. Ner. 12. dmajinum, 
Pablins Vifor, ſpeaks further of a Caſtrenſe Theatrum, a | 
Theater belonging to the Camp in the Country of the | 
Z&(quiles,built by Tiberius Ce[ar,& ofPompey's T heater Pli- 4 ny, (12.36, 0 
, ny witneſſcs. The great Theater of Statilius being in grea- Tet 
teſt uſe, was burnt in the time of Nero, which In 


E 
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thus ſveaks of,, Tore jendTioy TS 3095 GUUTAY hat T6 NEATPLY Ti 
| T 2vps ry dufln, This was builc i in the midft of the old City; 


and after the combuſtion repaired by V- ſpatian, Conſulatu 
ſu9 $. whoſe coyn of one fide, bears the expreſs figure of 
his Theater,yert.was It onely begun by him, but 7 &r feed | 
by his ſonTi'us, Eutrop'us & Cafpodorus,at: :ribute this place 


ſoly to Titus, but Axrelius Vifor gives him onely the hc- 


nour of the perfeAing a place ſoexquiſitely begun : This 
aſter was repaired by Marcus Anthonins Pins,by whoſe coft 
ſaith Capitolinus, the Temple of Hadrianus was repaired, 
and the great T heater reedified, which Heliogabalns by the 
ceftimony of Lampridius,patron zed, and after the emits 


"of Rome, took to their protetion, under the Gordians. 


Touching Theaters without Rome , Lypſtus records , 


. Theatra circa Romani,extruta paſjim, even in Feru{alem, = 


rodes magnificus © luſtris Rex mon uno loco Tudeg Amphi- 
thedtra edificauit, extruxit 7n ipſa urbe ſacra, iy T9 Tia (ag 
Foſephus ſaith ) Auemiarery whyioor. Herod a magniticent 
and illuſtrious King, not in one place of Fuda, ereted 
Amphithcaters, but even in the holy City he built one of 
greateſt receit. Alfo in Greece, Aſia. AFrick, Spin, Frances. 


nor is there any Provinee in which theic ancicrt.ftru- 


fruresdo not yet remain,ortheic p:riſhing ruines arc not 


- ftill remembred. In 1 raly; ad Lyrim campenie Fluvium juxta 
 Minturnas, remains part of an ample Amphi-thcater, 


At Puteolis a City not far from the Sea-fide in 1 Compa- 
_ 426 miles from Neples, Onc, 
Copua, a magnificent one of ſolid Marble; 
-S Al ba in Traly, one. . 

At Ocriculum in Umbria, one. 

At Verona, 0ne mctt beautifull. | | 

At Florence, one whoſe compaſs yet remains: | 

At Athens in Greeze,one of Marble. 

Ar Pola in 7/tria, by the Hadriacick Seay. one deſcribed 
by Sebaltien Serlivs. 

At Hy jpalis ig Spain,one built without the walls ofthe 
City. - 
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* In Turamace ad Veſung one .of ſquared: ſtone,the length 
zo. perches, or poles, the breQ.tch-20, {1 

At Arelate one, Te. 

Ar Burdegall one. ©: 

At Nemaus one, remembred by Euſeh. is Ecclefraſtice Hi- 
 eftoria.  .| 

At Lygeri one. _ "08 - |} 
Another among the Helvetians, 82 © 4. 
Sh The Veronenſe Theatrum Marmoreum, ercQed before the 
.time of Auguftus,as Torellus Serrayna in his deſcription of 
Perond.retords:but Cirnicus Anconitaxas reports it built in 
the nincand thirceth year of OFavian.Carolus Sigonins re-. = 
fcrres it to the reigne of Maximiniax, who faith, Maxti- vicow, lib HiR, i 
minian built theaters in Mediolanum Aquilea:and Brixium.:g;cider, 
The like Cornelius Tacitus 2 Hiſt. remembers in Placentia, 1 
butthe deſcription of theYereza T heater Levinus Kerſma- 
kerus ſets down. This the great King Francis an, 1538. 
gave to. certain ARions,who thirty dayes ſpace togecher 
repreſinted In the ſame the 'ARts of the Apoſtles, nor was 

it lawfull by the Edi& of theKing for any mar to remove. 
any ftone within thirty poſes of his ſcituacton , left the 
ſhould endanger the foun-ation ct the Theater, | 

The likehave been in'Pexice Milan, Padua. In Paris their 

are divers now in uſe by the French Kings Come lians, as 
the Burgoniun,antother:,Others in Majnlia, in Trevers,in 
Magontia,in Agripina,and infinite Citics of Greece, Thebes, 
Carthage, Delphos, Creet, Pupos,Epyrus, a'fo inthe "City 
Tyden1,(o at Civil in Spain, and at Madril, with others.” 

At thc cntcrtainmeng of. the Cardinall * 4/pbonjus, and 7 
| the infanc of Spain,inro thel.ow-countries.they were pre- Archduke ar | 
ſcntcd at Artwerp, with ſunery pageants and playes : the Prey 

King of Denmark,father to him that nowreigneth,enter= | 
- tained into his ſervicej a compaity of Engliſh Comedians, 
commendcd unto him bythe honourable theFarlc'of Lej- 
ceſter:theDuke of Brounſwick;%' the Landsgrave'ofHeſſen're- 
tajnin their Coyrts cxreain —— theſane-quility. 
UE TY | Bur 
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 Butamong the Romans they were in higheſt reputation: 
| for in compariſon of their playes, they never regarded, 
any of their ſolemnities, there ludi funebres,there Floral ia, 
F | _ Cerealia, Fugalia, Bacchinalia, or Lupercatia. 
TU $2w:_ And amongſt us,one of our beſt Engli(þChroniclers re- 
© © eords. that when Edward the fourth would fhew himſelf 
In publick ſtateto the view of the people, he repairei to 
his palace at St. Jobns, where he' accuſtomed to ſee the { 
City Ators. And fince then, that houſe by the.Princes + | 
| free giſt, hath belonged to the office of the Revels, where 
our Court plates have beenin late dayes yea: Iy rehearſed, 
perfeGe |; and-correGed tefore they come tothe publick 
view ofthe Prince and the Nobility.- Ovid ſpeaking of, 
the Tragick Muſe, thus wr'tes, - 1 


: Penit & ingenti violeata tragedia paſſu;-' : __- 
CE: Fronte Come torva pal/a jacekat bumi- [| 
I £va manus ſceptrum late repgale tenebat, 


Lydius apta pedum vint}a cothurnus babet. 


Then came the Tragick Maſe with a preud pace, 
Meaſaring ber ſlow ſtrides with majeitick prace. . 
Her long train [weeps the earth, and ſhe doth ſtand, ' 

' With buskin'd legge, rough brow, and [ceptred kand. 


T Well knew the Poet what eſtimation ſhe was in wich 
Angſt, whe he deſcribes her holding in her Jeſt handa ; 
—  ſcep:er.Nowto recite ſome famous AFors that liv'd in the 
6.mis% vpreccoding apes:the firſtComedias were Cincius & Faliſeus, 
—_— _the-ficſt Tragedians were Minutins, & Prothenixe 'Eliue Do- 
 Srotboniys; Patus in his preface toTerence his Andre ſaith,thar in that 
L. Attilins, Comedy Lucius Attilius, Latinus Preneftinus , and Lucius 
 Latinus. =Ambivics Twrpio were Ators:this Comedy was dedicated | 
E - ----—"__ to Cibit, & ſuch-were called ' Indi'Megalenſes, ated in the ' 
bas Year that M.Fuluns wasEdilis,&DumtusMrnntiusV alerius | 
Turgio,, —@MElabrio were Curules, which were Coilcllers& chief — | 
officers in Rome, ſo called, becauſe they cuſtomably fat / 
| in 


# 


wo 
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in Chaics of [vory. The ſongs that were ſung in this Co- | 
medy were ſet by Flaccus,the fon of Cledius. Terence his Eu- */46c%. 
#uchus or ſecond Comedy was atcd in the year L. Poſtbu- 
21141, and L.Cornelius were Ediles.Curules MarcusValerins,® 
and Caius Fannius Confuls. The year from the building | c,,.-... - 
of Rome 291. in his Adelphi, one Protinus ated, and was ; 
highly ayplauded;in his Hee ra, Julius Servins. Citero com Offi. 1, 
mends one Rupilius a rare T: agediar: Iread of another | 
called Aroſſus, another called The-ocrines, who purchaſed g,y;j;,y, 
him a great applauſc in the playe« called Terentini. There 49s; * 
| were other playes in Rome, called 4Fizand Pythie,made Theocrines, 
in thc honour of Ajolls, for kiiling the Dragon Python. 

In tho't one Xſopus barc the prailc, -a man generally e- 4 £/9p*- 
ſt. cred, who left behind him much ſubſtince, which Clo» 
dius hs ſon after polſſelied. =» 
Sue gravis Fſopus,que dofius Roſcins egit. 

| Labericus was an excellent Poet, anda rare Ator, who y gpericys. 
writ a Hook of the geſture and ation to be uſed by the 
Trage !ians andComedians, in performance of every part 
1: his native hamovr. 'Plautus himiclf was ſo ina'voured 
of the Attors in h's dayes, thit he pabliſhed many excel- En 
lent and exquiſite Comedies, yet extant. Ariſtotle come 7hodereves, 
mends o!1c7b-oderetes to be the beltT ragedian in histime. 
This in the pre'ence of Al xandrr perfonated Acbill-s, 

which ſo dcel:ghtei the Emperour, that he beſtowed on 
-him @ penfion of quingque mille Drachme , five thouſand 
D. achmaes, an:! every thouſand Drachmoes arc twenty 

nine pounds three ſhillings four pence ſterling. 

Roſcius, whom the eloquent Oraior,& cx: cllentStatef- 
man of Rome Marcus Cicero, for his clegant pronuntiati- 
on & formal gcfture called his jerrell, had from-the come \ 
mon Treaſury of the Reman Exchequer, a daily penfion 
allowed him of ſo many Scſtertii as in our coin amounr 
© 16). and a mark, or t1ere a bouts, which yzar!y did a- 
riſe to any noble mans revenues. So great was the fame. 
of chit Roſcius, and ſo i” eftimation, that learned 

[ 2 Cate 
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Cato made 'a queſtion whither Cicero could write bettet 
than Roſcius could ſpeak and af, or Roſcius ſpeak and at 
better than Cicero wiite. Many times when they had any 
Important orationsto'be wit: an audible and Toud voice 
delivered to the peop'e,they imployed the tongue and me- 
-mory of this exceilent Ator,to whom for his worth, the 
Sen.tegranted tuch large exhibition. 
| — (ue pervincere Voces, | 
Evaluere ſonum referunt quem noſtra Theatra, 
Gorganum mugire putes nemus aut mare Thaſcum, 
Tanto cum ſtreptu ludi ſpedantur & artes. af 
What vozce can be compared with the ſound, 
>, Es y 
* Oar Theaters frem their deep concaves ſend, . 
' For th-ir reverberate murmures (eems todrownd 

The Gurgan wood, when the proud winds contend, 

Or when rough ſftormes the Thuſcan bilowes raiſe, 
 WWithſuch loud joy, they ring cur Arts and Playes. 
Toomit all the DoQors, Zanyes; Pantaloones, Har« 

lakeens, in which the Freacb,.. but eſpecially the Ttalians, 
havebeen cx+ellent,and according to the occaſion offered 
to do ſoreright to our Erglifh Aﬀtors, as Kell, Bentley, 
Mils, Wil/sx,Crofs, Lanam,and others : theſe, ſince I never 
ſaw them, as beine before my rime, I cannot (as an eye- - 
 witne's of their Ceſe:t) give them that applauſe, which 
no doukt,they wo thily merit, yet by the report of gany, 
' Judicial auditors, their performance of many parts have 
been fo abſolure,that it were a kind of fin to drown their 
worths in Lethe, & not commit their(almoft forgotten) 
nan csto etcinity. Here I muſt needs remember Tarlton, 
in his time gracious with the Queen, his Soveratgne, and 
in the peoples general applautc, whom fucceded William 
Kemp, as well in the favour ot her Majcfty, as in the opi=- 
nion and good thoughts of the general audience. Gabriel, 
Singer, Pepe,Phillips, Sly, all the right I can do them, is bue 
this, that though they be dead, their deſerts yer live in the 
remembrance of many. Among ſo many dead m_ nog 
10rget 
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forget the moſt worthy famous Mr. Edward Alen, who 
in his lie time creed a Colledge at Duledve for poor 


People, 4uu for educitionof youth: When this Colle /ge 
was fiviſht this fzmous man was ſo equally mingled with 


humilicy a'14 charity, that he became his own Penſtoner ; 
humbly ſubmitting himſelf, to tha: proporti>n of diet 
and <1 athes, which he had beftowed on others: and af 
rerwards'were interred in the ſame Ce: lledge. To Omic 
the'e, as alto ſuch as for divers imperfetions, may be 
thought inſufficient for the quality. Aﬀors ſhould bemen 
pick*d out per 'onb!e,according tothe parts they pr: ſent, 
they ſhould be rather fcholſers, that though they cinnot 
ſpeak well, know how to ſpeak,or elicto hve that volus 
bili: y- thar they can ſpeak well, though they underſtand 
not what, and fo toth imperfealons may by inſtructions 
be bel; cd and amended: But wnere a gooil tongue and a 
good con.eit both fail, there can neyer be goo Attor. I 
alſo could wiſh; that ſuch as are condemned for their li- 
ce':tiouſneſs, mi; ht by a general conſent be qui:e exclu- 
dei our {':cicty: Foras we are men that ſtand in the 
road eye of the worl ',{o ſhould our: manners,geſtures 8 
bchaviou: s 'av:.ur of ſuch povernien; &Kinodſty,to de- 
ſerve the good thoughts & reports of all men. & ro abide 
the ſharpeſt ceniures eve'1 of thoſe that arc the greateſt 
oppolites ro the qu1z ity” Many amongſt us, T know to be. 


of iubtance. of g-verniment, of ſober |:ves & temperate 


F 


carriages, houte keepers. & ccntrivutary to all duties en» 


Joyned them,cqually with them that are ranked with the 
moſt kountiiultl; and if amongſt ſo many of ſort. there 
be any few degenerate from the reft in that good demeas» 
nour, which is beth requiſite & expected at their hands, 

Jet me- intreate you not to cenſure hardly of all forthe 
miſdeeds of Tore, bu: rather to excuſe us,. as Ovid doth 


the generalicy cf women. ' | 
P arcite paucarim difſundere crime in 0mnes, 


Spefetur merins quegue phella juin. 3 
: j | 7 
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 For-ſome offenders. (that perhaps arefew) 
' Sparein your thoughts to cenſure all the crew, 
Since every breaſt containes a ſundry ſpirit, 
Let every one be cenſur'd as they merit. 
 Othersthere are of whom ſhould you askmy opinion, 


I muſt refer you to this, Conſule Theatrune. Here I mighe 


cake fit opportunity to reckon up all our Engliſh writers, 


and compare them with the Greek, French, Italian, 8& Latin 


Pocts,not only in t'1cirPaſftoral, Hiſ'ot ical, El:giacel,8&Hero- 


_ scal Poems, but in their Tragical & Comical ſubjeRs, bur ic 


was mychance to happen on thelike, Jearned!y done by 


an approved good ſ{chollar,in-a book calledWirsCommon«- 
_ wpealth,to which treatiſe I wholly.refer you, returningto 
._ our þ:eſent ſubjed. Julius Ceſar himſelf for his plealure 
| became an ARor, being in ſhape Rate,voycce.judge'nen: & 


a'l other occurrents,cxterior & interior excel.ent. Arnong 
many other parts atcd by nim in perſon, it is recorded 
of him, that with general applauſe in his own Theater he 
play'dAHerculesFurens,& amoiigft maiy oti.er arg imenty. 
of nis complearneſs, excellence, & extraordinary care in 
hisaQion,tis thus reported ofhim:beingin the depth of a 


| paſſion,one of his ſeryants as his part then fell om,p.cſen- 
' ting Lycbes,who before had from D-ianeira brought him 
alic poyloned ſhirt,dipt in the blood of the Centaure Nef-. 


ſus : he in the middeſt of his tortu:e & fury, fi ding this 


'Lycbast:i.i ina remote corner (appointed him to creep 


of purpoſc) although he was, as our Tragediansu'e,tur 
ſe.mingly to kill him by ſome falic imagined wound, yet 


was C2ſar ſo extremely carryed away with the violence 


of his praiſed fury, 8 by the perfe& ſhape of the madneſs 


' of Herculerto which he had faſhioned al his aRive ſpirits, 
* that he flew him dead athis foot, 8& after ſwong him terg; 


gquaterg; (as the Poct ſays)abour his head. It was the man- 
ner of the Emperours in thoſe dayes, in their publick 


Trapedies to chooſe out the fitteſt among ſuch, as for 
- Eapital offences were condemned to dy,&imploy them in 


{uch 


© [ WM TA 
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ſach parts az were to be kid in theTragedy,who ofthem< 
ſclves would make ſuit rather ſo to dy with reſolution, & 
bythe hands of ſuch princelyAFors,than otherwiſe to ſuf- 
fer a (ſhameful &moſt Cetcſtable cnd. And theſe were Tra- 
gedics naturally performed. And ſuchCaiusCalignla,Clau- 
dius Nero,Vitellius, Domitianns,Comodus,& otherEmperours 
of Rome,upon their feſtivals & holy dayes of greateft con- 
ſccration,ufed to aft. Therefore M Kidin theSpaniſh T ras 
gedy,upon oceafion preſenting it ſelf, chus wii. cs. 
I hy Nero thought it no diſparagment, 
And Kings and Emperours bave tane delight, 
To make ex)erience,of their wits in playes, © 
Theſe exerciſes,as traditions, have; bin fince (though 
in better manner) continued through a)l ages, amongſt. 
all the nobleſt Nations of the carth:ButT have promiſed : 
to be altogether compendious,preſuming that whatſve- 
ver is difcourft, may for the praQice of playes, their 4n- 
tiquity, and Dignity be altogether ſufficient. I omit che 
Shewes and ceremonics even in theſe times generally u- 
fed amongft the Catholicks, in which by the Churchmen, 
and'moſt religious, divers pageants; as of the Nativicie, 
Paſſion,and Aſcentfon, with other Hiftoricall places of 
_ the Bible,arcatdivers times & ſeaſons of the year uſually 
celebrated; ſed bec preter me. Inthe year of theworldgzop 
of Ch:ift 246.0rigin writ certain godlyEpiſiles to Philip, 
then Emperour,of Rome, who was the firſt Chriſtian Em- 
- perour, and in his life I read, that in the fourth: year of 
his reign, which was the 1000.year aſter the building of 
Rome; he ſolemnized that year,as a Jubile witli ſympeu- 
ous pageants and phys'. Homer, the moſt excellene of all 
Poets, compoſed his Tlliads in the ſhape. of a Tragedy, 
his Odifeas like aComedy:Uirgil in the firſt of his Xzeiadg* 
In his deſcription of Didoes Carthage. | 
—-—þjc alta Theatris ' | 
Fundementa locant alij, immaneſque Columrias 
Riptbus excidunt, [cenis decora alta ſuturir, 
BE | Which 
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Which proves, that in thoſe dayes immediately aftes 
| the name of Troy, when Carthage bad her firt foundation, 
LE, © they buiit Theters with Bate:y columnes of ſtone, as in 
© his def51; tion may appezr. I have (uft jently diicourſt 
_ ofthe fxſtTheaters,and in whole tives they were crefted, 
| eventillthereign of Falius Ceſar;tiic fi ft Emporour, and 
how they continved in their glory trom-him cill the 
=_ - . reign of Marcus Aurelius the 23 Emperour,and from him 
=: even to the'e times. Now.to prove they were in as high e- 
S ftiration at Lacedemon, and Athens to the moſt fa nous 
=. __ CitiesofGreece. 'Cicero in his houk Cato major, ſeu de ſe- 
nefute. Cum Athenit ludis quid im grandis aaty in Theatr um 
Lo veniſſet, &c. An ancient Cittizen comming into one of 
* —\* .- the Anthenian I heaters to ſee the paltimes there ſolemni- 
Te.  zed (which ſhewes that the moſt avtic!.t and (grave fre-. 
©. quentedthem) by reaſon of the ch:ong, no man gave him 
© , place or reverence: but the ſame Cit'ze:i being impluy'd 
t Inan Embaſſy to Lacedemon. and coming like a private 
' man into;the Theater, the pgencra'l ma'titude aro'e at 
once,and with.great ceremonious reverence gave his age: 
p'acc. ; I his Cicero alle-iges to proveithe ; everence due to 
age, and this I mayfitly incroJuce tothe appro at.on;of 
my preſent ſubjet. Morcover,.chis g1 cat;S ate/man-of 
Rome, at whofe exile twenty thouſind &f che thickeſt Rev 
man Ciuzens wore. mou;ning apparel, oftenti-res come: 
.- _ -  mends Plau'us, calling him (Plants nofter, and Atticorum. 
a __ entiqua Comediag Wh. re: he proceeds further t> extoll A: 
K ID fepus,for pcrfonating Ajax,and the famous Aqor Kupilius, - 
bt in Epigonus, Medea, MenalipClytemneſtra and Antivpa,pro- 
| .ceeding inthe ſme place with this worthy and grave fen- 
=_  - - tence, Erga (iſtrio þoc videbit iu;ſcena. quod no videbit lapiens: 
OO  _ . invitatfhallal ;agevi:nſcethat in his Scene which a wiſe 
wan cannot ſee In the courſe of bis Þife ?: So in another of 
 hisworks, amonaſt many infiruQions to his ſon Marcas, 
he aovlaucs Twpio Ambiniux for his aGion, Statins, Nevins 
21d Plaurss for. their writing, OvidinAngrftum. | 
a OO Auminibuſqs. 
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.  Finarcation 
Lumnibuſgs tuis totus quibu uttithr orbir, 
. Scenica vidiſti luſus adulteria. 
Thoſe eyes with which you all the world ſurvay, 
See in your Theaters our Affors play. © ZI 
: Auguſtus Ceſar, becauſe he would have ſome memory 
-of his love to thoſe places of paſtime, reared in Rome two 
— flate'yOteliſci,or Pyramides,onc In Fulww Ceſers Temple { 
in the field of Mars, another inthe great Theater, called 
_ Cirew maximus, built by Flaminins: theſe were in heightan 
hundre1 cabits apiece, In treith four cubits, they were 
fiſt raiſed by King Pherex in the Temple of the Sun, and 
ater removed to Rome by Auguſtus; the occalion of their 
firſt compoſure was this : Pherox for ſome great .crime;. 
committed by him in his youth agiinſt the gods, was b 
' them ſtroke blind, and ſo continued the ſpate of ten 
years: Bur after by a revelation in the City Biz#, it was: 
tol:!; that if he waſht his cyes in the water of a woman 
\ that was chiſt,andinever adulteratly toucht with any ſave 
her husband, he ſhould again recover his fight : The King 
_ firſt tried his wife, then-many other of the moſt grave and 
beſt reputed matrong, but continued fill in deſpair, 
till at lengch he niet wich one veruous Lady, by 
whoſe chaſtity his fight wasrcſtored ; whom (ha- 
ving ficſt commanded his ©uzex and therelt to be 
conſuimed by tire) heafter marcied. Pherox in 
memory of this, builded his two Pyra- 
mides, aficr removed to Rome by 
AuGuS$STUsS. 


- 
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SanJaq, majeſtas & erat venerabile nomen 
ations —— | 
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The end of the ſecond Book, 
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and the true uſe of their b 
LF QWALITT: 
THe THrrkD Boos. 


#Ragedicy and Corredies,ſaith Donatus, had 
their beginning 4 rebus divinis, from di- 

' | vine ſacrifices, they differ thus:In Come- 
3 dies, turbulenta prima,tranguilla ultima, In 
* Tragedies tranquilla prima, turbulenta vitie 

. ma, Comedies begin in trouble, and cnd 
in peace; T ragedies begin in calmes, andend in tewpeft. 


Of Comedies there ke three kinds, moving Comedies, 


called Motorie, ftanding Comedies, called Statarie, or 
mixt betwixt both, called Mifte: they arc diftributed 


Into four parts, the Prologue , thatis, the prefice, the 


Protaeis,thit is, thepropofition, which includes the firſt 
AR, and preſents the ARors; the Fpitaſis,which is the bu- 
fineſs & bo lyoftheComed-;the Laſt theCutaſtrophe, & con» 


clufion: the definition of the Comedy, according to the 


Latines: a diſcourſe confiſting of divers inſtitutions,com- 
prehending civill & domeſtick things, In which is taughe 
what inour lives and manners isto be followed, whatto 


b- avoided, the Greeks define it thus : KopeSie t5iy ior 


x@y x) moAITixay medypaTor x17 div©- mogarxy#- Cicers 
{2ith,aComedy. is the 1mitatiou of Iite;theglits of cuſtom 


an3 the Image of truth; in;Athens they had their fi: ſt O- 
riginal. The ancieat Comedians uſed to attire their at- 


ors thus: the 91d men in white, as the moſt antient of al]; 
the young men in partycofoured garments, ronote their 


© piverfity of thoughts,thcir {haves and ſcrvants in thin and 
| |  bae 
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Vindication. 
bare veſlurey either: to' note their poverty, or that they 
Wy runthe morelighter:abouttheir affalres:theirPar- 
rafities wore robes that were turned in; ' and intrigatcly 
wrapped about them; the fortunate in white, the dfcon- 
terted in decayed veſture,or garments, grown out of fa. 
ſhion; the rich in purple, the poor'in crimſon, {ouldiers 
wore purplc jackets, hand- maids he habigs of firange vir- 
gins,bawds, pide- coats, &Cartezans, garments of the cc- 


Tour of mud, co denote their covetouſneſ: :the ſtazes were: 


hung with rich Arras,which was firſt brought from King 
Attalus into Rome; hisſtate-havgings were ſo coſtiy that 
from him all Tapeſtries, and rich Arras werecalled At- 


. talia. This being a thing ancient as 1 have proved it,next 
of dignity, 'as many arguments have confirmed it, and 


of la'c years, by the beſt, without exception, fa 
vorably tolerated, why ſhould I yeeld my cenfure,groune 
ded on ſuch firm and eftabliſhc ſufficiency.to any Tower, 


founded on.ſand, any caſtle built in the aire, or any trt- 


rlall upſart, and meer imaginary opinien. 
{ Oderunt Hilarem triſtes triſtemque jovoſt, 

Thcpe there is no man of ſo unſenſible a ſpirit,that can 
inveigh againſt the true and dire@ uſe of this quality:Oh 
but ſay they, the Romans in their time, and ſome in theſe 
days have abuſed ir,and therefore we yolly out our cxcla- 
mations againſt the uſe: Oh ſhallow! Becauſe fuch:a man 


had his houſe burnt, we ſhall quite condemn the uſe of 


fire, becauſe one man quaſt poyſon , we muſt ſorbear ro 
drink , becauſe ſome have been ſhipwrak*r, no man ſhall 
hereafter erafhick by ſea. Then may as well argue thus: be 


cut his finger, therefore I muſt wear no knife, yond man 
_ £:11 from his horſe,therefore muſt I travel a foot;,that man 


ſurfeired,therefore dare not | cat. What can appear more 
abſurd than ſuch groſs and ſenſeleſs afcertion? 1 could 
turn this unpointed weapon againſt his vreaſtthat aimes 
it at minc,and reaſon thus: Ro{ciws had a large Penfion al- 
lowed him by the Senate of x” ſhouldnot —_— 
8S. | _” 
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of the like deſert, have the like:allawance now? or thie; 
' the moſt famous City & Nation inthe-world held playin 


_ great admiration :, Ergo, bur it is a rule in Logick, ex parti- 


cularibus nihil fit. Theſe are not the Baſes we wut build 
vpon.,nor the colums that muſt ſupport our architecture. 


SL 7 Et hatre, & cautus, precingitar enſe viator, 


Ille ſed iſidias, bic ſibiportat opem. 
Both thieves and true-men, weapons wear alikg. 
Th'one to deſend, the other comes to ſtrike. 


Let us uſe fire to warm us, not to ſcorch us, to make 
ready our necefſaries, nit to burn our houfes; Let us 
rink to quench our thirſt, not to ſurfer; and cat to fa- 
tisfic nature, not togormondize. | 
—-Comedia re&a (i; mente legatur, 
Conſt abit nulli poſſe nocere———— 
Playes are in uſe as thry are underſtood, 
Spefators eyes 'may mike them bad or good. 

Shall we condemnea generality for any one particuſas 
miſconftrugion ? give me then leave to argue thus ; A- 
mongft Kings have there not been ſome tyrants? yet the 
office of a King is the image of the Majefty of God. A» 

_* monegſt true ſubjects have there not crept: in ſome falſe 
traicorrs? even among the twelve'there was one Judas, 
_ but ſhall we for his fau!t cenſure worſe of the eleven?God 

forbid : Art thou Prince or Peaſant? Art thou of the No» 
biliticor Commonalty ? Art thou. Merchantor Soullier? 
Oi the City or Country? Art thou Preacher or Auditor ? 
A, tihou Tutor or Pupill ? There have been of thy funRi- 
on bad and good, prophane and holy. I.induce theſc in- 
. ſtances to confirm this common argument, that the uſe 
_ of any general thing is not for any one particular abuſe 
to be condemned : For if that aſſertion flood firm, we 

thould run ito many notable inconventencics. 
Dui locus eſt temples anguſtior banc queqz vitet,. 

In culp3m fi que eft ingenioſa ſuan, 


"Th 
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To proocced to the manner: Firſt,playing is an orna- 
ment totheCity,which rangers of all Nations, repair» 
Ing hither,rcport of theirCountries,beholding them here 
with ſome admiration:for what variety ofentertainment 
ean there be in anyCity of Chriſtendom more than inLon- 
don? But fome will ſay,this diſh might be very well ſpared 
out of the banquet : to him I anſwer, Diogexes, that uſed 
to feed on roots, cannot retiſh a March-pane. Second! Y, 
our Exzliſh tongae, which hath been the moſt harſh, unc- 
ven, and broken language of the world, part Dutch, part 
Iriſh, Sax0n,Scotch,Welck,and indeed a gallimafiry of ma- 
ny, but p rfc& in none, is now by this ſecondary means 
of playing, continvally refined, every writer ftriving in 
himſelf to add a new flouriſh unto it ; fo that in proceſs, 
from the moſt rude and unpoliſht tongue, it is growntoa. 
moſt perfe& & compoſed language, and rany excellent 
works,and claborate Pocms writ in the ſame, that many 
N.cions erow inamoured of our tougue,before deſpiſed, 
Neither Saphick, lonick, Tambick, Phaleutick, Adonick, 
Gliconi. k, Hexami: er, Tetramitrer,Pentamiter, Aſclepe- 
diack, Choriambick, nor any other meaſured verſe uſed 
amongſt the Greeks, Latines, Italians, French, Dutch, or Spa- 
iſh writers, but may be expreſt in Expliſh, be icin blanck 
verſe or meeter, in Diſtichon,or Hexaſtichon, or in what 
form or feet, or whit.number you can defire. Thus you 
ſee to what excellency our refined Englifs is brought, that 
In theſe days we arc aſhamed of thatEwpbony & eloquence 
which withintheſe 60. yeare,the beſt rongues in the land 
were proud to prunounce. Thirdly, playes have mate 
the ignorant more apprehenſive, taught the unlearned 
knowledge of many famous hiftories, inſtruted ſuch as 
canot rea in the dicſovery of all ourEngliſÞChronicles,& 
hat man have yuu now of that weak capacity, that can- 

mnotdiſcourſe of any netible thing recorded cven from 
William the Couquerowr.nay from the landing of Bruit,un- 
eill this day,beingpoſſeſt of their true uſe, For or becauſe 

F3 _ Playes 
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FO Playes are writ with this aim, and carried with this me< 
thod, to teach the SubjeRs obedience to their King, to 
ſhew the people the untimely ends of fuch as have moved 
tumults, commotlons,and inſurre&ions, to preſent them 
with the flouriſhing cftate of ſuch as live in obedience, 
exhorting them to allegeanee, dchorting.them from all 
- trayterous and fcllonious ſtratagems. 

Uſe of Trage- Omme genus ſcripti gravitate Tragedia vincit. 
der, Ifwepreſenta Tragedy,we include the fatal and abor- 
 tivecndsof ſuch as commit notorious murders,” which is 
aggravated & ated wth all the Art that may be, to terri- 
- fy men from the like abdhorred praQtices. If we preſent a 
' w/e of 8iftori- forreign Hiftory , the ſubjet is fo intended, that in the 
cal piayes, Jives of Romans, Grecians, or others, cither the vertucs of 
_ our Country-men are cxtolled, or their vices reproved; 
as thus, by the example of Ce/ar to ſtir Souldiers to valour 
 ' and magnanimity : by che fail of Pompey,that no man truſt 
 Iinhis own firengeh: we preſent Alexander, killing his friend 
In his rage, to.refgrove raſhneſs : Mydas, choked with his 
gold, to tax cavetouſneſs: Nero, againit tyranny : Sardg- 
napalus,againft luxury : Nynw,againft ambition, with infi- 
=, nite others, by ſundry inſtances, cither animating men to 
| noble attempts, or attaching the conſcience of the ſpeRa- 
tors, finding themſelves toucht in. preſenting-che vices af 
others. If a moral,it is to per {wade men to ns! 5! ran 
= a good lite, to inftrutthem in clyility & gaod manners; 
'  Þ/e of Morals ſhewing them the fruits of honeſty, and the end ot vil 
= lany.  Perſtbus exponi Tragicis res Comica non valt,. 
Again, Horace, Arte Poetica. | 


Et noſtri proavi Plautinss & numeros & 

a Laudavere ſales —— * ft ob 
wſeef Come? If a Comedy,it's pleaſantly-contrived with merry acci- 
Wo dents and intermixt with apt & witty jeſts,to preſent be- 
| fore the Prince at certain times of ſolemnity,or elſe meri- 
ly ficced to the Stage. And what is then the ſubje& of this 
__  - harmleſs mirih? cither in the ſhape of a Clown, to Tiny 
o:her, 
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others their ſJovenly and unhanſom behaviour, that they 
may reform that fimplicity in themſelves, which others 
make their ſport,leſt they happen to become the like ſub- 
3c& of gereral ſcorn to an auditory; elſe it intreats of 
love, deriding fooliſh inamorates, who ſpend their ages, 
their ſpirits, nay,themſelves.In the ſervile and rediculous 
imployments of their Miſtreſfes : and theſe are mingled. 
with ſportful accidents, to recreate {uch'as of themſelves 
arc wholly devoted to Melancholly, which corrupes the 
blood: or to refreſh ſuch wearied ſpirits as aretired with 
Jabour,or ſtudy, to moderate the cares & heavineſs of the 
mind, that they may return to their trades and faculties . 
with more zeal and carneſtneſs, after fome ſmall ſoft and 
 plcaſart retirement. Sometimes they diſcourſe of Pan- 
taloons,L[ſurers that have unthrlfty ſons, which both the 
fathcrs and ſons may behold to their inſtruftions : ſome- 
times of Curteſans;to divulge their ſubtelties and ſnares; 

in which young men may bc intangled,ſhewing them the 
| ; hiv: to avoyd them, 1f we preſent a Paſtoral, we ſhew ve of Pf 
the harmleſs love of Shepheards diverſly moralized, di-,;1, * © 'Þ 
ſtinguiſhing between the craft of the City, and the inno- 
cency of the ſheep: coat. Briefly, there is neither Tragedy, 
Hiſtory, Comedy, Moral, or Paſtoral, from which an in- 
finite uſe cannot be gathered. I ſpcak not in the defence 
of any laſcivious ſhewes, ſcurrelovs jeaſts, or ſcandalous 
 InveEives : It there-be any ſuch, 1 baniſh them quite 
from my patronage; yet Horace, Sermon 1. Satzr 4. th. 
writes; wb : 

| Ewpolis atq; Cratiuus Ariſtephaneſq; Peete, 
Atque alii quorum Comediaprejca vircrum elt : 
S; quis erat dignus defcribr quod malus, aut fur, 
©u9d Mechus foret aut ficarius, ant alisqui, 
Famoſus, multa cum libertate notabunt. 


- 


Enpolis, Cratinus, Aritaphanes, & other Comick Poets in 


the time of Horace, with large ſcope, & unbridled liberey _ 
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W- ' boldly and plainly ſcourged all fuch abuſes as in theies _ \ 
CE ges were generally praiſed, to the ſtatning and blemiſh- | 
.___ ingofafairS&beauriful cpm mn po gmangyoes yt a lears | 
ned Gentleman in his Apology for Poetry ſpeaks thus : Tra- | 


, -  pgedies well handled be a moſt worthy kind of Poeſy. Comedies 
38 +» wrake men ſee and ſbame attheir faults, and proceeding fur- 
=_ - - ther amongſt other Univerfity-playes, he remembers the . 
OO Tragedy of Richard thethird, aQcdin St. Fobn's in Can 
2F | bridge, ſo efſentially, that had the tyrant Phaleris beheld 
fa - his bloccy proccedings, it had mollified his heart, and 
+4 made himrelent at fight of his inhumane maſffacres. Fur 
© ther, he commends of Comedies, the Cambridge Ped :ntins, 


and theOxford Bellum Grammalicale;and Jerving them paſ- 
ſes on to our publick Playes, ſpeaking liberally in their 
pratic, and what commendable uſe may te gathercd of 
them. If you peruſe Margarita Poetica, you way ſec what 
Ek excellent uſes & ſentences he hath gathered out of Terence 
© his Axdrees, Eunuchus, &the reft. Likewiſe out of Plautus 
I © his Ampbitris, Afinaria, and moreover, Ex Comediis Fhie 
lodoxts, Caroli Acretini : De falſa Hipucrita, & trifti Mercy- 
it, Ronſii verſellenfis : Ex Comedia Philanira Ugolini par- 
menſii, all reverend ſchollers, &'Contick Pocts, read <'ſe 
the four Tragedies, Philanica, Petrus, Aman, Katherina, 
Claudii Roileti Beluenſis : But 1 ſhould tire my ſelf torecks 
_ onthenames of all French, Ruuman, German, Spaniſh, Itali= 
en and Exgliſh Poets, being in number infinite, and their 
48 = Jabours extant to approve their worthineſs. _ 
bo : Is thy mind Noble? and wouldſt thou be further ftird 
up to magnanimity ? Bchold, upon the Stage thou mayft 
. ſce Hercuies, Achilles, Alexander,Cefar, Alcibiades, Lyſander, 
* ___ Sertorzus, Hannibal, Antigonus, Phillip of Macedon, Kithrida- 
1e5 of Puntus, Pirrbys of Epire, Apeſilans, among the Laces | 
w- | * __ eemonians, Epaminondas ; among, the Thebans, Scevola a5 | 
Bj _ Jone entring the armed tents of Perſenna : Horatius Cho= 
 * _- » ClexaloneWithſtanding rhe whole army ofthe Hetrurians: 
= , Temides of Sparta-choofing a Lyopi tolead a band of Deer, 
=o | ' T4 | mm 


m 


Cate off 


Vindiation. 


rather than one Deer to condud an army of Lyons, with 


Infinite others In their own perſons, qualities & ſhapes, a- 


nimating thee with courage, deterring thee from cowar- 


dife. Haftthou'ofthy Country well deferved? & art thou 


ofthy labour evill requited ? to affociate thee thou maylt 
ſee the valiant Roman Marcelus, purfue Harnnibal at Nola 


conquering Syracuſa, vanquiſhing the Gauls, all Padua, & 
reſently,for his reward, baniſht his Country into Greece. 


here thou maylt ſee Stipio Africanus, now triumphing 


for the conqueſt of all Africa,and immediately cxil'd the 


confines of Romania. Art thou inclin'd to luſt? behold the 


falls of the Tarquins,in the rape of Lucrece: the guerdon of * 


luxury in the death of Sardenapalus : Appius deſtroyed in 
the raviſhing of Virginia', and the deſtru&ion of Troy in 
the luſt of Helena. Art thou proud ? our Scene preſents 
thee with the fall of Phaetox, Narciſſas pining in the love 


of his ſhadow, ambitious Hamm now calling himſelf a 
God, and by and by thruſt headlong among the Devils. 


We prefent men with the uglineſs of their vices, to make 


them the more to abhor them, as the Perſians uſe, who a-* 


bove all fins, Toathing drunkenneſs, accuſtomed in their 
ſolemne feaſts, to make their ſervants and captives, ex- 
tremely overcome with wine,and then call their children 
to view their naſty & Ioathſome behaviour,making them 
hate that ſin in themſelves, which ſhewed fo groſs and 


abominable._in others. The like uſe may be gathered of 


the Drunkards ſo naturally imitated in our Playes, to 
the applauſe of the Ator, content of the Auditory, and 
reproving of the Vice. Art thou covetous? go no further 
than Plautus his Comedy called Eucl:s, ; 
Dum fallax ſerous, durus pater, improba lena 
__ Vixerit, & meretrix blanda, Menandros erit. 
F'hile there's falſe ſervant, or obdurate ſire, 
Sly baud, ſmooth whore, Menandros wee'l admire. 


Toend,in a word. Art thou addiCted to prodigality It 


envy? cruclty? perjuryiflattery or rage? our Scenes afford 
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thee ſtore of men to ſhape your lives by, who be-frugall, 
loving, gentle, truſty, without ſo6thing, and in all things 


' temperate. Wouldft thou be honourable , juſt, friend!y, 


& th 


moderate, devout, merciful, and loving concord? thou 
m3yeſt ſee many of their fates and ruines, who haye been - 
diſhonowable,unjuſt, fal{,gluttenous,ſacrilegious,blou- 
dy-minded, and brochers of difſention. Women likew iſe 


that are chaſte, arc by u8 cxtolled, & encouraged in their 


A firange ae 


£ident ha ppen- 


vertucs, being inftanced by Diana, Beipheby, Matilda, Lu- 
erece, and the Counteſs of Sal/#ury. The unchaſte are by 
us ſhewed their crrors, inthe perſons of Phrinc, Lais, Thais, 


| Flora: and among us Roſamond and Miſtreſs Shore. What 


Can "Sxpm wig modeſtyin the ſouls of the wanton,than 
ty diſcovering unto them the monſirouſnes of their fit? 
It followcs that we p: ovethele *cxercifes to have becn the 
diſcoverers of many notorious murders, Jong concealed 
from the eyes of the world. To omit all far-fetcht inftan- 

ces, we will prove it by a domeftick & home- born truth, 

which within theſe few years happened. At Lin ir. Nor-. 
folk, the then Earle-of ſ:# Players ating the old Hifto- 


v7 a 4 PAY. ry of Fryer Francis, & preſent ing a woman, who inſatiate- | 


> { 


ly doting on a young gentleman, had (the more ſecurely 
£0 enjoy his affe&tion) miſchieveuſly and ſecretly murde- 
Ted her husband, whoſe ghoft haunted her,and at diverſe 
times in her moſt ſolitary and privare cortemplations,in 
moſt horrid and fearfu! ſhapes appecred and ſtood before 
her. As this was aGed, a towns- Womar:{til] then of good 
cliimation and report)finding her conſcience( at this pre- 
ſenement)extreamly troubled,fuddenly skreeked & cry'd 
out, Oh my husband,wy busband! 1 ſee the ghoſt of my 
hasband fiercely theatning and menacing me. Art which 
{hril and unexpeRed out-cry,the people about her,mov'd 
© a ſtrang amazement, inquired the reaſon of her clamor, 


| iwhen preſently unurged , ſhe told them, that ſeven. years 
* {ago,ſke to be polſeſt of ſuch a Gentleman (meaning him) 

{a4 poiſoned her husband, whoſe fearful image FOO 
: | cc 


IN "'P 
— CS ms nn 


| ecd it {elf inthe ſhape of that ghoſt : whereupon the mur- 


dreſs was apprehended,before the Juſtices further examie 

ned, and by her' voluntary confeſſhon after condemned. 
That this is truc,as well by the report ofthe Altors as the 

records of the Town, there are many ey-witnelfcs of this 
accident of late years living, who did confirm it. 

As ſtrange an accident happencd to a company of the NET WE 
ſame quality 60. years ago, or thereabout, who play- - ONE) Mu 
iog late in the night at a place called Perin in Cornwal, "_ 4] Wt ; 
certain Spainards were landed the fame night unſuſpeted © + 
and undiſcovered, with intent to take in the Town, ſpoil 
and burn it, when ſuddenly, even upon cheirentrance,the- 
playcrs*ignorant as the towns men of any ſuch attempe } 
preſenting a battle on the ftage with their drum and 
trumpets, ſtrook up a loud alarum : which the enemy 
hearing,3nd fearing they were difcovered,amazetly reti-' 
red, made ſome few idle ſhot in a bravato, and foina 
burlyeburly fled diforderly to their boats. Ar the report 
ol this tumult, the towns men were imtrediately armed; 
and purſued them to the ſea,prayſing God for thels hap- 
py deliverance from ſo great'a danger, who by his provis 
dence made theſe ſtrangers the inftrutent and ſecondary 
means of their eſcape from ſich imminent miſchref, and 
the tyranny of fo remorlelelle an enemy. | Tl 

. - Another of the Iite wonder happened at Amſterdam in , ftrange acci- 
Holland, a Company of our, Engliſh Comedians ( well ;;4cy: happer- 
known) travelling thoſe Countries, as they were before zing at « play, 
theBurgers and other the chick inhabitants, aRing the laſt - 
part of the 4fons of Amm,towards he laita& of the hiſto- 
ry,where penitent Renaldo,like a common labourer,lived 
in diſgutfe, voxing as his laſt pennance to labor & carry 
burdens to the ſtrufure of a goodly Church there to be 
ercte.t: whole diligen: e the labourers envying, ſince by 
reaſcn of his ſtature and ſtrength, he did uſually perfe& 

 mcre work in a day, than a dozen of the beſt, Che werk- _ 
ing tor his conſcience, they for 6nng lucres.) Whereupon . 
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by reaſon his induftry had ſo much diſparaged: their li- 


- ving; conſpired among themſclyes to kill him, waiting 
ſome opportunity to finde him afleep,, which they-mighe 


eafily do, fince the foreſt labours are the foundeftfiecpers, 
induſtry is the beſt preparative to reſt. Having fpi'd their 
opportunity , they drave a nail into his tewmples,of which 
wound immediatly he died. As the ARﬀors handled this, 
the audience might on a ſuddain ungderfland an out-cry , 
and loud ſhreekin a remote galecy,' & preſſing-about the 
place, they might perceive a woman of great gravity, 
ſtcangely amazed, who with adiftraged and troubled 
brain oft ſigh'd out theſe words:Oh my husband,my hus- 
band / The play,without further Intercuption,proceeded; 


the woman was to her own houſe conduQted, without a« 
ny apparant ſuſpition , every one conjetturing as their 


fancies led them. In this agony ſhe ſome of theſe few dayes 
[xnguiſhed, and on a time, as Certain of her well diÞoſed 


_ . neighbours came to comfort her,one amoneſt the reſt be- 


ing Church-warden, to him the Sexton poſts, to tell hins 
of a ſtrange thing happening him in the ripping up of a 
grave: ſee here (quorth he) what TI have found, and (hews 
them a fare skull, with a great nall pierc'd quite through 
the braine-pan, bue we cannot' conjecture to whom it 
{kould belong,nor how long it hath lain inthe earth, the 


grave being copfuſed, and the fleſh conſumed. Atthe ree 


port of this accident, the woman, out of. the. trouble of 
her aftiacd conſcience, diſcovered a former murther. 


for 12. years ago, by driving that naile into that skull, 


| being the head of her husband,ſhe hath trecherouſly ſlain 


bim. This being publickly confeſt,ſhe was agraigned cone 
demned, adjudged, and burned. Bur I draw my.ſubje& 
wo greater length than I purpoſed: theſe therefore out of 
Other infnities, I have collefted both for their familiar- 
neſs and latenefſc of memory. 


P of 


Thus our antiquity we havebrought from theGreeians 


inthe time of Hercules: from the Macedoniars inthe age 


; | af 


* 


OO Pindication 


| and ſince him, through the reigns of 23. Emperonrs ſuc- 
cceJing, even to Marcss Aurelius : a{ter him, they were 
ſupported by the Mantuans, Venetians, Valencians, Neopo = 
litanis, the Florentines, and others: fince, by the German 
Princes,the Pelſprave,the Landſgrave,the Dukes of Saxony, 
of Brownſwick, &c. The Cardinal of Zruxels, hath at this 
elive in pay a company of our Expliſþ Comedians, The 
Frech King allows certain. companies in Parz , Orleans, 
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of Alexander : from the Romans, long before F alisC x far, 


Cardinall At | 
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beſides other Cities: ſo doth the King of Spain, in Civip, 


Madri!l,and other Provinces. But in no Country they are 
o! that cminencie that ours are: ſo our moſt royall and 
ever renowned Soveraigns licenced us in Lordon: {o 


did his predeceſſor ,, the thrice vertuous Virgin, Quees 


Elizabeth, and before her, her fiſter, Queen Mary, Edward 
the fixth, and their Father, Henry the eighth : And 
| Eefore thee, In the tenth year of the reign of Edward 
ec four:h, 4nno 14590, Fobn Stow, an ancicit ans grave 
 Clonicler, records (amongſt other varieties tending to 
the lize effet) that a Play was ated ar a place called 
Shirrovonrmell, aſt by Clerken-well, which continued cighr 
dayes, and wasof matter from Adam and Eve? (the firi: 
creation of the world) the ſpefators were no worle than 


the Royalty of England. And among other commendable 
excrciſes in this place, the Company of the Skenners of. 


London held certainyearty ſolemn Playes! In place where- 


of, now in theſe latter days , the wraſtling , and ſuch o- 


ther paſtimes have been kept, and is ſtill held about Bar- 
tholomew-tide. Alſo in the year 1390. the 14. year of the 
reign of Richard the ſecond, the 18. of July, were the like 
Ezterlydes recorded of at the ſame place, which continu- 
cd 3. days together, the King,, and Queen, and Nobility 
being there preſent. Moreover, of late years in diverspla- 
ces of Englandgthere were Towns that held the priviſedge 
of their Fairs,and other Charters, by yearly Stage-plays; 
as at Mauningtree in Sxfolk, Kendall in the North, and 0= 
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thers. To let theſe paſſe, as things familiarly known to all 


men. Now to ſpeak of ſome abuſe lately crept into the 


quality,as an inveighing againſt the State, the Court,the 
Law, the City and their goveraments, with the particu- 
Jarizing of private mens hamors, Noble-men and others? 
I know it diſtaſtes many ; neither do any way approve 


it, nor dare I by any means excuſe ie. The liberty which 


ſome arrogate to themſelves, committing their bitterneſs 


and liberall inveRives againft all eftates, to the mouths 
of Children, ſuppoſing their juniority to be a priviledge 


for any rayling,beit never ſo violent : I could adviſe all 
ſuch; to curbe and limit thj ſumed liberty within the 
bands of diſcretion and gfVernment. But wiſe and judie 


cial Cenfurers,bef re whom ſuch complaints ſhall at an 


time hereafter come, wili nct (I hope) impute theſe abu- 


ſes to any tranſpreſſion in us, who have ever been.carefull 
_ and provident to ſhun the like. I ſurceaſc to proſecute 


this any farther, leſt my good meaning be (by ſome )mit(- 


conſtrued: andicaring Iikewiſe, Ieft with tediouſneſs, I 


tire the patience of the favourable Reader, here (though 


-abruptly) Lconclude my third and laſt Treatilc. 


_ Stultitiam patinntur opes, mihi paroulg res eſte 
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